ltl*K 


i  in 

}       3    3  5 


'i'^SK^ 


Iltbrarg 

Darlington  Memorial  Library 

OIlas0 Jri...J..B...^. „ » 

Sank A  17 _ 


An  Account  of 

CONFERENCES  held, 
TREATIES  made. 

Between  Ma' or- general 

Sir  William    Jghnson,   Bart. 


*rhe  chief  Sachems  and  Warriours 

O  F     T  H  E 

SkaniadaradigkronGSs 

ChugmitSy 

Mahickanders, 


Mokawksy 

Oneidas, 

OnondagaSy 

Cayugasy 

SenekaSy 

Tujkarorasy 

AughquageySy 


Sbawanefey 
KanufiagoSy 
Toderighronos^  and 
Oghquagoes^ 


Indian  Nations  in  North  Jmerica, 

At  their  Meetings  on  different  Occafions  at  Fort  Johnfon 

in  the  County  of  Albany,  in  the  Colony  oi Ne'vj  Tork^ 

in  the  Years  1755  and  1756. 
WITH 
A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley  to  Sir 

William   Johnson,    written    at   the  Dcfire 

of  the  Delaware  Indians. 
And   a  PREFACE 
Oiving  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Six  Nations,  (omt 

Anecdote?;  of  the  Life  of  Sk  William,  and  Notes 

illuftrating  the  Whole  j 

Alfo  an  A  p  p  E  N  D  ;  X 
Containing  an  Account  of  Conlerences  between  feveral 
Quakers  m  'Philadelphia^  and  fome  of  ths  Heads  of 
the  Six  Nations y  \n  April  i-jk,6. 

LOUDON:    { 
Punted  fcr  A.  Millar.,  in  the  Stfatid,,  M.DCCLVL 
[Price  w.  61} 


^ 


-^..=5 


e> 


t^'bO  "5 


/ 


vA 


[i] 


PREFACE. 


jiV  perufing  the  following  paper s,  in 
a  fair  maniifcript^  fent  hither  from 
Ajnerica,  a7id  from  which  they  are 
now  faithfully  printed^  I  was  of  opinion , 
that  their  publication  might  be  acceptable 
to  the  curious i  efpe daily  to  every  man  who 
loves  his  country. 

An  Englif)  neutral^  a  Britifd  fubjeof,  who 
'views  the  war  we  are  nowfo  jujlly  engaged 
in^  the  caufes  that  led  us  into  it,  and  the  con- 
fequences  that  may  attend  it,    as  fo  many  tri- 
fling  occurrences ;  who  can  read  his  Majeftys 
and  the  French  kings  declarations  cf  war 
with  the  fame  gout  as  he  would  thofe  cf  Car- 
thage againji  Rome,  and  "Rome  againft  Car- 
thage-j  who  is  no  ?nore  concerned  at  their 
events,     than  at  the   atchievemaits    cf  the 
renowned  Do?i  ^ixote  -,  and  who  beholds  fuch 
formidable  armaments  now  on  the  ocean,  and 
on  lands  far  and  ?iear,  with  the  fam.e  indiff'e- 
A  rence 
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rence  as  he  does  the  flight  mid  return  of  birds 
of  pajfage  5  en^en  fuch  an  unthinking  Briton^ 
iffiich  there  be^  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
curiofity  enough  to  read,  with  fome  pleafure, 
the  fentiments  of  nations,  as  far  dijiant 
from  him  on  the  globe,  as,  perhaps,  he  ima- 
gines  them  to  be,  with  refpeB  to  his  fuperi- 
cr  attainments  as  a  rational  creature.     But, 

To  the  truly  Britipjoiil,  whofe  eyes  are  fix* 
ed  on  every  objeSl  that  may  affeB  his  coun- 
try, to  the  loyal  heart  which  glows  with 
warmth  at  the  name  of  the  honoured  and  il- 
lu/lrious  hero  of  thefe  pages,  to  him  this  book 
will  afford  a  pleafmg  entertainment. 

Me  who  knows  the  valour  and  military 
qualifications  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  together 
with  the  importance  of  the  Indians  in  North 
America,  efpecially  the  Six  Nations,  to  us  as 
njoell  as  to  the  French,  will  here  be  agreeably 
entertained  with  fpecimens  of  the  political 
talents  of  that  viSlorious  general,  and  the 
fagacity  of  the  Indians. 

Whoever  pretends  to  fay,  as  fome  have  fa- 
tally  imagined^  that  the  American  favages, 
are  of  little  or  no  account  to  our  interefl  on 
that  continent,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  of 
great  confequence,  whether  or  no  we  endeavour 
to  cultivate friendjhip  with  them;  mufibe  fo 

extremely 
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extremely  ignorant ^  or  elfe  fo  ivilfuUy  perverfe^ 
that  it  would  be  wajling  time  to  expofe  th^ 
abfurdity  offuch  prepofterous  fuggejiions, 

Hyde^park  education  may,  undoubtedly^  qua- 
lify troops  for  being  ufeful  in  Flanders,  or  in 
any  European  field',  and  the  arts  and  in- 
trigues of  French  policy  muft  necefarily  be 
ftudied  and  praSfifed^  when  we  negociate  with 
the  court  of  France, 

But  very  ufelefsy  indeed,  will  either  of 
thofe  arts  appear,  when  tranfported  to  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio ,  or  applied  to  treaties  with 
wild  Indians, 

That  we  differ  from  the  native  Americans, 
no_  lefs  in  our  martial  and  political  co?iduB  and 
principles,  than  in  our  complexions  and  man- 
ners ;  the  whole  feries  of  fa6is,  which  have 
pajfed  within  thefe  two  years,  fufficiently 
evince. 

Of  what  confequence  the  life  of  this  brave 
general  is  to  the  glory  of  his  King,  and  to 
the  happinefs  of  hisfellow-fubjeBs,  let  Lake 
George,  let  the  eighth  of  September  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and 
general  Diejkau  bear  witnefs  !  And  of 
what  farther  fervice  to  both  he  has  been, 
andjiill  may  be,  in  treating  with  the  heads  of 
powerful  Indian  nations,  thefe  fleets  will  fuf- 
A  Z  ficiently 
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fctenJy  eomvince  the  impartial  and  itfteUigenf 
Reader. 

Ajhort  account  of  the  Six  Nations^  and  of 
general  JobifoUy  it  is  prefumed^  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  many  of  our  readers. 

T'he  frft,  I  jhall  extraB  from  the  Hi- 
flory^  'written  by  the  honourable  Cadwallader 
Colden,  prefident  of  his  Majeflys  council  and 
furveyor-general  of  New  -  Tork,  to  which^ 
the  reader  is '  referred  for  farther  informa-' 
tion.  The  laft  IJhall  gi^jCy  not  only  from  my 
own  per fonal  knowledge  of  that  gentleman ^  but 
alfo  from  what  I  have  been  credibly  informed 
of  by  his  intimate  acquaintance  in  the  govern- 
ment where  he  lives. 

"  The  Five  Nations  confft  offo  many  tribes. 
*'  or  nations^  joined  together  by  a  league  or 
*'  confederacy  like  the  united  province s^  and 

*'  without  any  fuperiority.' This  union, 

"  has  continued  fo  long  that  we  know   no- 

^^  thing  of  its  originaL—^ They  are  knowr^ 

'^  to  us  by  the  names  of  the  Mohawks^  Oney^ 
"  does^    OnondagaSy    Cayugas,  and  Senekas. 

<^  q^lje  TufkaroraSy  after  a  war  they 

^^  had  with  the  people  of  Carolina^  fled  to  the 
"  Five  Nations  J  and  are  incorporated  with 
"  them  'y  fo  that  now,  indeed,  they  properly 
"  confiji  of  fix  nations, ■ Each  of  them 
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"  is  again  divided  into  three  different  tribes^ 
**  who  difiingtdfi  themfelves  by  three  different 
<^  armsy  viz,  the  Bear,  the  'Tortoife,  and  the 
**  Wolf',  the  Sachefns  put  that,  belo?2ging  to 
*'  their  tribe,  to  every  pub  lick  paper.  ' 

<*  They  think  them/elves,  by  nature,  fuperior 
**  to  the  reji  of  mankind,  and  affume  the 
**  name  of  Ongue-honwe,  that  is,  men  fur" 
"  P^ff^i  ^^^  others. — This  opinion  gives  them 
*'  that  courage,  ivhich  has  been  fo  terrible  to 
^'  all  the  nations  of  North  America  -,  —  and 
"  that  opinion,  they  have  taken fuch  care  to  im- 
"  prefs  on  all  their  neighbours,  that  on  all  oc- 
**  cafions,  they  yield  to  them  the  mojl  fubmif- 
**  fve  obedience.  '  .  They  have  fuch  abfolute 
^*  notions  of  liberty,  that  they  allow  of  no  kind 
"  of  fuperior  ity,  andbanifi  all fervitude from 
^'  their  territories,^—^  All  the  nations  round 
*'  them  have,  for  many  years,  entirely  fuh- 
"  mitted  to  them,  and  pay  a  yearly  tribute 
.*'  to  them  in  Wampum  *  -,  they  dare  neither 

*^  make 

*  *?  Wampum  is  the  current  money  among  the  Indians :  it 
**  is  of  two  forts,  white  and  purple  j  the  white  is  worked 
*'  out  of  the  infide  oi  the  great  conques,  into  the  form  of 
*'  a  bead,  and  perforated,  to  ftring  on  leather  ;  the  purple  \ 
*■  is  worked  out  of  the  infide  of  the  mufcle  Ihell ;  the;y 
<'  are  \vove  as  broad  as  one's  hand,  and  about  two  feet  long : 

"  thefe 

■f-  As  the  Indians  live  far  from  the  fea,  our  people  make  and  fell 
thefe,  or  exchange  them  for  beaver  fkins,  &c.  and  many,  at  Albany 
particularly,  make  a  handfoms  living  by  that  trade. 
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**  make  peace  or  war  without  the  ccnfent  of 
*'  the  Mohawks :  two  old  men  commonly  go 
**  about  e^ery  year  or  two,  to  receive  this 
"  tribute  ;  and  I  have  often  ohferved,  what 
"  anxiety  the  poor  Indians  were  under,  while 
*'  thefe  two  old  men  remained  among  them* 
**  An  old  Mohawk  Sachem,  in  a  poor  hlan- 
'*  ket  and  dirty  JJjirt,  ifj'ues  his  orders,  with 
**  as  arbitrary  an  authority  as  a  Roman  die- 
**  tat  or.  -  .  'The  authority  of  their  Sachems, 
**  who  govern  in  all  publick  affairs,  as  well 
*'  as  that  of  their  leaders  and  captains,  con- 
^^  ffts  wholly,  and  is  only  obtained  by  the 
•*  good  opinion  the  nation  have  of  the  wif- 
"  dom  and  integrity  of  the  former ^  and  of 
"  the  courage  and  condudt  of  the  latter ;  and 
'*  they  lofe  it  by  a  failure  in  thofe  virtues, 

*'  T^heir  inflruments  of  war  are  mufkets 
**  hatchets,  and  long  fharp-pointed  knives  .^ 
"  thefe  they  always  carry  about  with  them, 
•'  I'he  hatchet,  in  war  time,  theyjlick  in  their 
**  girdle  behind;  and  they  have  the  art  of 
"  direBing  and  regulating  its  motion,  fo^ 
*^  that  though  it  turns  round  as  it  files,  the 

"  edge 

**  thefe  they  call  belts,  and  give  and  receive  at  their  treaties, 
*f  as  the  feals  of  friendfhip  j  for  leffer  matters,  a  fingle  firing 
**  is  given.  Every  bead  is  of  a  known  value,  and  a  belt  of 
**  a  lefs  number  is  made  to  equal  one  of  a  greater,  by  fq 
^  many  as  are  wanting,  fattened  to  the  belt  by  a  ftring/' 
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«'  edge  always  fitch  in  the  tree^  near  thf 

**  place  they  aim  at. T^he  ufe  of  bows  and 

"  arrows  is  now  entirely  laid  afide^  except 
«*  among  the  boys.  — I'heir  cafiles  [or  towns] 
"  are  generally  a  fqtiare  furrounded  with 
"  pallifadoesy    without  any  bafiions  or  out* 

**  workS' They  exprefs  peace  by  the  meta- 

"  phors  of  a  tree  and  fire^  and  all  Indians 
♦«  make  ufe  of  a  hatchet  or  *  ax^  as  an  em- 
"  blem  of  warT 

Sir  William  fohnfon^  Bart,  was  born  in 
Ireland^  and  is  nephew  of  the  late  Sir  Peter 
Warren.  His  uncle^  while  captain  of  a 
twenty  gun  jhip  of  war,  fiationed  at  New' 
Torky  the  year  I  cannot  afcertain,  married 
a  lady,  a  native  of  that  city.  Soon  after,  he 
pur  chafed  large  traSts  of  land  in  that  co- 
lony,  andfent  to  Ireland  for  his  f aid  nephew  y 
then  about  f event een  or  eighteen  years  of  age, 
whom  he  put  in  pojfejjion  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  it,  lying  contiguous  to  the  Mohawk  coun- 
try. By  a  confiant  refidence  there  ^  everfmce, 
-'  •.  _  and 

*■  We  are  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  expreflion  in  the 
a  3d  page,  of  its  being  "  fix'd  in  their  heads/' 

f  There  he  learned  the  Mohawk  language.  This  I 
aflert,  from  hearing  him  often  converfe  in  it,  with  great  fa- 
cility J  and  yet  we  find,  when  he  appears  at  thefe  folemnitics, 
to  treat  with  them  on  behalf  of  his  King,  they  confider  him 
«s  an  Englifhman,  ignorant  of  their  language  j  converfing 
.«11  along  by  an  interpreter. 

''■■'''.  ''  '  Z 
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mid  hy  piirfidng,  with  indefatigable  indll|lry■^ 
every  prudent  meafure,  that  occurred,  he 
has  many  years  fmce  inip7'-o'ued  wild,  woody 
lands  into  plentiful  rich  farms  j  thereby  has  had 
the  pleafure  of  living  in  a  neighbourhood  of 
wealthy  farmers  and  indujirious  tradefmen, 
all  his  o%vn  tenants  ;  who  were  fir  ft  ifivited 
thither  by  him,  and  from  the  loweft  circunu 
fiances,  have  arrived  to  what  they  are,  by 
the  liberality  of  his  purfe,  and  the  wifdom 
of  his  infirudiions, 

Befides  the  attention  his  eft  ate  demanded, 
which  mufi    have  been  confiderable,  he,  till 
very  *  lately,  traded  largely  as  a  merchant 
with  his  Indian  neighbours,  and  more  efpe^ 
daily    with    our  hidian    traders,    who    go 
every  fpring  fro7n  Albany,  and  other  parts^ 
to  Ofwego',  where  multitudes  of  Indians  from 
difiant  regions  afiemble,    and  barter  beaver 
fims,  &c.  for  European  commodities.     Thefe 
the  principal  traders  ufed  to  take  fro7n  Sir 
William' sfiore,  on  credit,  as  they  pafiedby  his 
door  in  their  boats  on  the   Mohawk  river, 
in  their  way  to  Ofwego  ;  and  pay  for  them 
on  their  return,  the  enfuingfall,  in  the  goods 
they  got  in  exchange,    ■ 

As 

*  See  one  of  his  fpeeches  to  the  Kanufkado  Indians  in 
page  54,  where  we  learn  "  he  has  no  goods  of  his  own  to 
"  fell."  "  . 


[ix] 

As  our  trade  with  the  Indians  is  of  great 
advantage  to  us^    and  had  in  him  one  of  its 
principal fupporfSy  1  fhoidd  with  much  regret 
have  heard  of  his  declining  bufnefsy  had  I  not 
known  y  that  the  perfidy  and  ambition  of  a  reji- 
■  lefs  and  daiigerous  neighbour^  and  the  good  of  his 
■country  called  him  to  aBion  in  a  nobler  fphere, 
•Few  merchants  had  faith  like  bim^    to  truft 
large  effedis  in  the  hands  of  young,  raw  and 
unexperienced  men,  whom  he  chofe  to  encourage 
for  their  indufiry,  indeed  few  could,  none  ha- 
i)ing  fuch  a  capital,  nor  any  in  the  country 
fo  large  an  ajfortmefit :  add  to  this,  that  his 
boufe,  very  properly  called  Fort  Johnfon,  is  f  tu- 
tted above  30  miles  back  from  Albany  by  land, 
41  great  way  farther  by  water ;  which  con- 
fiderably  leffened  the  expence,  trouble  and  time 
of  the  traders,  and  co?ifequently,  enabled  them 
to  deal  to  better  advantage^    But  what  ren- 
dered him  of  yet  more  utility,  in  this  refpeSi, 
was,  that  in  all  his  tranfaBions  he  ever  a5led 
vithfo  much  opennefs  and  integrhy,  that  thofe 
who  once  dealt  with  him  thought  themfelves 
happy  in  improving  the  correjpondence. 

For  many  years  he  has  been  colonel  of  mi- 
litia in  the  county  of  Albany  ;   and  about  fix 
years  ago  he  was  appointed  one  of  his  Maje- 
ftfs  honourable  Council  of  the  province  of 
a  Ne%V' 


N^iv  Tork  J  thence  is  he  filled  the  Honourable 
in  this  book.  He  is  turned  of  forty  years  of 
age  J  offtature  near  fix  feety  of  a  moft  comely 
afpeB,  and  is  every  way  well  formd  for  the 
moji  manly  exercijes.  Notwithjianding  what 
I  have  f aid  of  him^  floould  I  be  afked.  Whether 
he  has  any  enemies  in  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintance?  I  would  anfwer.  What  is  the 
naturaly  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  merit  F 
is  it  not  to  be  envied^ 

The  reader  will  find ^  that  the  conferences 
are  not  infer  ted  in  order  of  time ;  if  that  be 
a  fault,  itfhouldnot  be  charged  to  our  account-^ 
the  whole  being  exaBly  printed  from  our  ori^ 
ginaly  and  from  which,  we  apprehend,  we 
were  not  at  liberty  to  depart.  The  notes,  ex^ 
cept  one  in  page  37,  and  another  in  page  45, 
are  by 
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Some  Words  and  Names  ufed  by  the  French 
Authors,  who  treat  of  the  Indian  Affairs^ 
which  are  different  from  the  Names  of  the 
fame  People  or  Place,  ufed  or  underjioodby 
the  Englifh,  and  may  therefore  be  ufeful  to 
thofe  who  intend  to  read  the  French  Ac- 
counts,  or  compare  them  with  the  Accounts^ 
now  publifhed,    (Golden.) 


Names  ufed  by  the 

The  fame  called  by  the  Eng^ 

French. 

liih,  or  Five  Nations. 

Abenaguies. 

Owenagungas,    or  New- 

England  Indians,'    and 

are  fometimes  called  tbe^ 

Eaftern  Indians. 

Algonkins. 

Adirondacks. 

Amihouis. 

Dionondadies,  or  Tuinon- 

dadeks,  aBranch  orTribe 

of  the  Quatoghies. 

Amiez. 

Mohawks,  called  Itkewifi 

Maquas. 

Bay  des  puans. 

Enitajiche. 

Chigagou. 

Caneraghik. 

Corlaer,  or  Corlard. 

Scheneaady.  But  the  Five 

Nations 
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Names  ufed  hy  the 

I'hefame  called  by  the¥.ng- 

French. 

lilh,  or  Five  Nations. 

Nations  commonly  call  the 

Governor  of  New  York 

hy  this  Name,  and  often  the 

People  of  the  Province  of 

New  York  in  general. 

Detroit. 

Teuchfagrondie. 

Hurons. 

Quatoghie. 

Hinois. 

Chidaghicks. 

Iroquois. 

The  Five  Nations. 

Dae  huron. 

Caniatare,crQuatoghe  lake 

Loups. 

Scahkook  Indians. 

Manhattan. 

New  York  City. 

Mafcoutecs. 

OdiQaftagheks. 

"Mourigan. 

Mahikander,«?rRiver  Indi- 

ans, /m»^  on  Hudfon'j 

River  below  Albany. 

Miamles. 

Twightwies. 

MiOilimaklnak. 

Teiodondoraghie. 

Miffifakies. 

Achfifaghecks. 

Oneyouts. 

Oneydoes. 

Ontario  lac. 

Cadarackui  lake. 

Orange. 

Albany. 

Outagamies. 

Quackfies  and  Scunkfiks. 

Outawas. 

Utawawas,  ^^rDewagunhas 

Renards. 

Quakfies. 

Sauiteurs. 

Eftiaghicks. 

Shaouonons. 

Satanas. 

Tateras. 

Todericks. 

Xerre  rouge. 

Scunkfik. 

Tongorias. 

Erighecks. 

Tlbnontouans. 

Senekas. 
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Fort  Johnfon,  Decemb.  7.  1755. 

The  Speech  of  the  honourable  ma] or -gene- 
ral  Johnfon  at  a  meeting  oj  the  Mohawks^ 
OneidaSy  Tujcaroras  and  Senecas. 

Arent  Stevens,  interpreter. 

Brethren  of  the  Mohawks,  Senecas,  Oneidas, 
and  Tufcaroras, 

Am  glad  to  fee  you  here  at  the 
meeting-place  of  all  the  nations, 
after  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of 
the  campaign.  The  reafon  of  my 
fending  tor  you  immediately  on  my 
return  is  very  prefling. 

Your  brother  the  governor  of  New- York 
wrote  me  a  letter,  dated  nine  days  ago,  which 
overtook  me  at  Skenadady,  acquainting  me, 
that  the  Shawanefe,  Delawares,  and  River-in- 
dians  were  committing  hoftilities  in  the  fouthcrn 
parts  of  this  province,  as  well  as  in  the  Jerfies  and 
Pennfylvania ;  that  they  had  burnt  fcveral  out- 
fettlemcnts  in  thofe  provinces,  and  killed  many 
of  our  people  who  never  offended  them  :  as  thofe 
Indians  are  looked  upon  by  us  as  allies  and  depen- 
dants of  you  the  fix  nations,  and  living  within  the 
B  limits 
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limits  of  your  country,  I  muft  defire  you  willy 
without  lofs  of  time,  reprimand  tliem  for  whaE 
they  have  already  done,  prevent  their  doing  any 
more  mifchief,  and  infift  on  their  turning  their 
arms  with  us  againft  the  French  and  their  In- 
dians ;  both  your  and  our  common  enemy,  and 
that  without  lofs  of  time.  This  is- what  you  en- 
gaged to  do  at  the  general  meeting  laft  June  ac 
my  houfe  :  I  am  furprized  you  have  noc  done  it 
before,  and  I  exped:  you  will  now  do  it  without 
lofs  of  time  -,  if  not,  v/e  will  endeavour  to  puE 
a  ftop  to  their  barbarities,  and  do  ourfelves  that 
juftice  the  law  of  nature  allows. 

A  belt. 

Brethren  of  the  confederate  nations, 
I  defire  you  will  fend  me,  from  time  to  time,, 
what  news  you  receive  from  your  allies  to  the 
fouthward  and  weftward.,  as  at  all  times  it  is 
very  necefiary  for  me  to  know  it,  and  more  par- 
ticularly fo  at  this  time  :  in  return,  you  may  de- 
pend on  my  giving  you  all  the  news  among  us,, 
which  may  be  ufehil  to  you. 

A-  large  belt. 

Their  anfwer. 
Brother, 
'We  are  obliged  to  you  for  the  welcome  you 
give  us,  and  aifure  you  we  are  equally  rejoiced 
to  meet  you  here  at  our  fire,  after  your  great 
fatigue  and  danger  j  and  congratulate  you  on  your 
fuccelS'Over  our  common  enemy. 

It  gives  us  the  greateft  concern,  to  hear  of 
the  barbarities  of  our  coufins  the  Delawares,  to 
our  brethren  the  Englifli ;  and  we  affure  you  wc 
Hjall,  without  \ok  of  time,  forward  your  meffage 

through 
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through  all  the  nations,  and  ufe  all  arguments  m 
our  power  for  their  exerting  themfelves  on  this 
important  occafion. 

A  belt. 
Brother, 
We  will  alfo  recommend  it  to  them  to  keep 
up  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  you,  as  we  are 
fenfihle  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  at  all 
times,  but  more  fo  at  prefent. 

A  belt. 

^/  a  meeting  of  the  Mohawks^  Ojieidas^  and 
Tujcarorasy  December  26.   J  755. 

Sequarecfere,  a  chief  of  Tufcarora,  fpoke. 

Brother  Warraghiyage  *, 
We  return  you  our  hearty  thanks  for  the  care 
you  take  of  us  in  fupplying  us  with  ammunition, 
large  guns  and  paint;  as  we  do  not  know  how 
loon  the  enemy  will  come  upon  us :  we  have  been 
fpeaking  to  our  elded  brothers  thcfe  four  years, 
about  having  a  place  of  defence  made  againft  the 
French,  but  could  never  bring  them  to  a  conclu- 
fion  until  now,  having  promifed  to  join  and  aflift- 
our  brothers  the  Englifh  againft  any  attempts 
which  the  French  fhall  make  upon  them. 

A  ftring  of  wampum. 

Canaghquayefon  fpoke. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  join  with  our  brothers,  the  Tufcaroras,  in 
returning  you  our  hearty  thanks  for  advifing  us 
B  2  to 

*  The  name  given  by  the  Mohawk-indians  to  general 
johnfon,  on  his  being  many  years  ago  adopted  into  their 
iiauon. 
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to  be  upon  our  guard  agalnft  the  malicious  de- 
figns  of  the  French,  and  that  you  would  fupply 
us  with  ammunition,  large  guns,  paint,  &c. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  own  we  have  been  loft  or  drunk  thefe 
fevcral  years  paft,  in  not  liftening  to  you  and  our 
youngeft  brothers  in  joining  the  two  caftles  to- 
gether ;  but  we  have  now  opened  our  ears  which 
have  been  ftopped,  and  are  determined  to  live 
and  die  with  you. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

You  acquainted  us  fome  time  ago,  of  the  de- 
figns  of  the  French  in  encroaching  upon  our 
hunting-grounds,  and  advifed  us  to  be  upon  our 
guard  againft  them,  or  otherwife  they  would 
come  and  difpoffefs  and  deftroy  us  all  •,  it  feems  to 
us  now  that  they  had  blinded  our  eyes,  and  it  is 
plain  to  us  as  the  fun  that  rifes  in  the  morning, 
that  they  had  it  in  view. 

No  doubt  but  you  have  heard  that  the  French 
had  invited  us  to  meet  them  at  Swegatfy,  but  we 
have  taken  a  firm  refolution  never  to  liften  to  any 
but  yourfch  :  we  don't  Ipeak  this  from  our  lips 
only,  but  it  comes  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
You  bame  us  for  not  taking  care  of  our  allies 
to  the  fouthward,  but  we  affure  you  we  have 
fome  time  ago  fent  four  large  belts  to  them, 
defiring  they  would  not  join  with  any  but  whom 
the  five  nations  joined  ;  and  fince  we  are  im- 
formed  that  the  belts  and  mefiages  we  fent  were 
dire6lly  made  known  to  the  French.  Now,  bro- 
ther, we  have  fent  another  melTage,  defiring  that 

they 
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they  would  come  and  fpeak  with  us ;  and  be 
aflured  we  will  do  ou*-  utmoH:  endeavours  to  put 
a  (lop  to  any  more  bloodfhed  that  way  ;  and  we 
hope,  that  you  will  defire  the  governors  to  do 
their  utmoft  in  bringing  them  over  to  us,  as  we 
are  fure  there  is  nothing  draws  them  from  us  but 
the  large  prefents  which  the  French  make  them. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  have  fent  to  the  River-indians  and  Shawa- 
nefe  to  come  to  our  caftle,  to  hear  from  their 
own  mouths  what  they  have  to  fay  for  their  kil- 
ling fo  many  of  our  brothers ;  and  if  they  (hould 
not  come  upon  our  meflfage,  we  the  Oneidas, 
and  Tufcaroras  Sachems,  are  determined  to  go 
to  them  and  know  the  realon  of  it. 

Governor  Shirley  promifed  to  have  a  fort  built 
for  us,  and  men  to  garrilbn  it ;  and  not  hearing' 
any  thing  about  it  fince,  we  think  he  will  defer 
it  until  fpring  ;  fo  hope  that  you  will  have  a  fort 
built  immediately,  and  men  to  garrifon  it,  as 
we  are  certain  the  French  only  wait  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  fall  upon  us. 

A  ftring. 

My  *  anfwer  made  February  17.   1756. 

Arent  Stevens,  interpreter. 

Brethern  of  Tufcarora, 
I  received  the  friendly  fpeech  which  you  made 
at  my  houfe  when  I  was  at  New- York,  together 
with  your  acknowledgments  for  the  arms,  am- 
munition, &c.  I  gave  your  nation  ;  I  heartily 
wifh  they  may  anfwer  the  end  they  were  defigned 
for,  which  was  to  enable  you  to  fecure  yourfelves 

againft 
♦  Viz.  general  Johnfon. 
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againft  any  attempts  of  the  French,  or  any  other 
enemy.  I  highly  approve  of  your  wifdom  and 
timely  advice  to  your  elder  brothers  the  Oneidas, 
and  am  extremely  glad  that  you  and  they  have 
at  lad  agreed  to  build  a  place  of  defence,  and  to 
join  your  brethren  the  Englifh  againft  any  attempts 
of  your  and  our  common  enemy  the  French. 

A  belt. 
Brethren  of  Oneida. 

It  highly  pleafes  me  to  find  you  fo  grateful 
for  the  advice  I  have  given  you,  and  the  alTif- 
tance  I  promifed  you  fftould  have,  as  well  as 
your  brethren  the  Tufcaroras  i  and  I  exped  you 
and  they,  together  with  the  Skaniadaradighronos, 
■will  live  fo  compadl,  and  have  your  caftle  forti- 
fied in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  enable  you  to  make 
a  bold  defence,  fhould  any  attempts  be  made 
againft  you. 

If  you  do  this,  and  have  a  good  officer  with 
a  party  of  men  there,  nothing  can  hurt  you. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 

Nothing  caa  give  me  greater  fatisfaftion,  than 
to  find  you  have  at  laft  come  to  your  fenfes,  and 
to  the  ufe  of  your  hearing,  of  which  you  have 
acknowledged  to  have  been  bereft  fome  time. 

As  I  have  a  great  regard  for  you,  I  moft  fin- 
cerely  wiftj  you  may  continue  in  your  fenfes,  that 
you  may  follow  the  wholefome  advice  which  your 
brother  the  Tufcarora,  although  younger,  has 
given  you,  and  that  which  I  ftiall  from  time  to 
time  give  you. 

Brethren, 
Had  you  been  in  your  right  fenfes,  and  your 
eyes  open  when  I  timely  acquainted  you  with  the 
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defigns  of  the  French  encroaching  on  your  hunt- 
ing-grounds, and  deftroying  you,  and  had  fol- 
lowed my  advice,  the  French  would  not  have 
been  now  in  poffeffion  of  the  beft  part  of  your 
country,  and  bid  you  defiance  as  they  now  do. 

Shake  away  then  that  infatuation,  which  has 
fo  long  had  the  better  ot  you,  and  exert  your- 
felves  now  in  .conjunction  with  your  Father  the 
King's  troops,  and  you  may  ftill  recover  your 
lands  and  be  a  happy  people,  which  is  the  fin- 
cere  wiih  of  your  Father  and  all  your  brethren. 

Your  not  complying  with  the  governor  of 
Canada's  invitation  to  meet  him  at  Swegatfy,  was 
quite  right  -,  and  I  am  glad  you  have  taken  fo 
firm  a  refolution  of  adhering  to  your  engage- 
ments:  had  you  afled  othciwife,  it  would  have 
been  a  breach  of  the  many  folemn  promifes  you 
have  made  to  me  on  tiiat  head. 

A  belt. 

Brethren  of  Oneida  and  Tufcarora, 
I  am  heartily  pleafed  to  hear  from  you,  that 
you  have  not  been  fo  remifs  as  I  imagined,  with 
regard  to  the  Dela wares  and  Shawanefej  and  that 
you  are  determined  to  have  a  conference  with 
them.  I  mud  prefs  you  in  the  mod  ftrenuous 
manner  to  exert  your  authority  at  faid  meeting, 
and  let  me  know  the  refult  thereof  as  foon  as 
poflible. 

A  belt.  ■ 
Brethren, 
I  heard  general  Shirley  fay,  that  he  had  or- 
dered a  fort  to  be  built  for  you  fome  time  ago  : 
why  his  orders  have  not  been  comphed  with  I 
cannot  fay  ;  but'this  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  it 
was  not  liis  fault :  however,  as  you  now  defire  it 

may 
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may  be  built,  I  will  order  proper  perfons  to  go 
about  it  as  Ibon  as  poffible. 

A  belt. 
Ended. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley  at  One- 
hughquagey^  to  the  honourable  William  Johnfon^ 
dated  Ofiihughquageyy  December  ly.  1755. 

Very  honoured  Sir, 
The  Sachems  who  went  from  hence  with  your 
meffage  to  the  Delawares,  juft  now  returned 
from  Tiaogo,  and  defire  me  to  pen  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  your  honour  -,  io  which  you  have  a 
brief  account  how  the  quarrel  between  the  Eng- 
liih  and  Delawares  began,  and  what  has  hap- 
pened fince,  according  to  the  account  which  we 
have  from  Tiaogo.  In  which  alio  your  honour 
has  the  anfwer  of  the  Delawares  to  the  melTage 
you  fent  them  by  the  bearer  hereof,  and  a  Ihort 
fpeech  which  thofc  Indians  defired  me  to  pen  re- 
lative to  the  affairs.  Your  honour  will  pardon 
me  if  I  am  not  fo  particular  in  my  narration  as 
the  Indians  are  in  telling  a  ftory.  The  letter 
which  I  am  defired  to  write,  except  abbrevia* 
tions,  is  as  follows : 

Brother  Johnfon, 
We  have  been  to!  iaogo  upon  your  affairs.  In 
the  firft  place  we  relate  what  news  we  hear  ;  the 
Indians  there  inform  us  that  about  two  months 
ago,  there  was  a  party  of  Englifh  at  Tfineanke, 
alias  Shamokin,  upon  a  fcouting  defign  ;  and  that 
while  they  were  there,  news  came  that  there  was 
a  party  of  French  and  Indians  from  Ohio  about 
there  J  and  Skaronyadc  advifcd  the  Englilh  party 

to 


to  return  back,  and  by  all  means  to  keep  oh  the 
eaft-fide  of  the  river  :  they  took  his  advice,  *tis 
faid,  and  returned,  but  v^'ent  the  weft-fide  of  the 
river,  and  that  before  rhey  had  gone  far  a  French 
party  came  upon  them,  fired,  and  drove  them 
into  the  river,  vv'hcre  four  of  the  Enghfh  were 
drov/ncd.  Not  long  after  this,  that  an  Englifti- 
man  came  to  Skahandow-ane  aUas  Wayoming, 
and  as  he  ufed  to  trade  upon  this  river,  the  In- 
dians aO^ed  him  whether  he  brought  any  goods 
v/ith  him  ;  he  iaid  no,  but  I  have  brought  my 
body,  my  flefh,  and  you  may  do  what  you 
pleafe  with  me  :  'tis  you,  faid  he,  and  the  fix 
nations,  who  killed  our  people  the  other  day,  I 
was  there,  I  know  your  language,  it  was  cer- 
tainly you  that  did  the  mifchief  j  and  now,  faid 
he,  ycu  and  the  Englifh  will  fight  ;  may  be  you 
think  that  you  and  your  uncle  the  fix  nations  are 
able  to  ftand  the  Englifh  :  I  tell  you,  faid  he, 
that  we  can  pinch  you  between  our  fingers  ;  I 
don't  cheat  you,  and  afl  in  the  dark  and  under- 
handed, as  you  do,  but  tell  you  plainly  that  the 
Englifh  are  going  to  fight  you  :  in  fix  days  more 
the  Englifh  will  fet  out  from  all  points  againfl 
you.  The  Englifhman  returned  to  the  white 
people,  and  informed  them  that  a  great  multi- 
tude of  Indians  of  all  nations  were  gathered  at 
Wayoming,  &c.  Then  the  Englifh  that  way 
made  it  their  bufinefs  to  take  as  many  of  the 
Delawares  who  lived  among,  or  near  the  white 
people,  and  made  them  prifoners,  as  they  could 
lay  hands  on  •,  the  number  they  took,  'tis  faid, 
is  232  in  all ;  -one  old  man  they  took,  who  heard 
the  account  which  the  Englifliman  brought  from 
Wayoming,  made  his  efcape  with  much  diffi- 
culty, and  carried  the  news  back  to  Wayoming, 
C  and 
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and  gave  an  account  of  the  EngliQi  taking  the- 
Delawares  who  lived  near  the  white  people, 
&c.  &c. 
,  The  Indians  of  Wayoming, 'tis  faid, were  much 
concern'd  after  the  Englifliman  had  been  there» 
and  kept  fcouts  out  to  fee  if  any  Englilh  were 
coming  againft  them  -,  at  laft  they  faw  a  fingle 
man  coming,  the  Indians  went  to  the  white  man, 
and  afked  him  whether  he  was  alone  -,  he  told 
them,  that  three  more,  who  were  gentlemen, 
were  coming  to  have  a  treaty  with  them  :  they 
foon  arrived,  and  called  the  Indians  together,  and 
informed  them  that  they  were  fent  to  treat  with 
them  about  building  a  fort  there,  that  their  fquas 
and  children  might  be  proteded  from  the  French. 
The  Indians  defired  to  fee  their  commifljon,  they 
produced  a  certificate  of  it  in  writing  ;  the  In- 
dians objefted  againft  their  not  having  v/ampum  ; 
with  that  they  produced  another  paper.  Now 
the  old  man,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  made  his  efcape,  faid  to  the  Indians, 
don't  you  believe  thefe  men,  they  only  mean  to 
deceive  you,  and  make  you  prifoners,  or  put  you 
to  the  fword. 

At  that  the  Indians  took  their  hatchets,  and 
knocked  them  all  on  the  head,  ejccept  the  Indian 
trader,  who  came  there  before,  and  was  now 
with  thefe  gentlemen  that  made  his  efcape. 

Thus,  brother  johnfon,  we  have  given  you  an 
account  how  the  quarrel  began  between  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  Delawares,  and  what  has  happened  fince  ; 
and  if  they  have  told  us  a  pack  of  lyes,  we  can- 
not help  it. 

Wow,  my  brother,  we  give  you  the  anfwer  of 
the  Delawares  to  the  meflage  you  fent  by  the 
bearer  i  this  is  the  anfwer  our  nephew  gives. 

Brother 
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Brother  Johnfon, 

We  defire  to  know  what  is  the  reafon  of  the 
quarrel  between  us  and  our  brethren  the  Enghfh; 
you  fay  you  are  ignorant  of  it,  fo  are  we ;  we 
don't  know  the  caufe  of  this  quarrel. 

'Tis  true,  brother,  as  you  fay,  we  are  not  at 
our  own  command,  but  under  the  diredlion  of 
the  fix  nations ;  we  are  women,  our  uncle  mull 
fay  what  we  muft  doi  he  has  the  hatchet,  and 
we  muft  do  as  he  fays.  'Tis  true,  brother,  we 
have  not  the  hatchet,  we  are  poor  women,  and 
out  of  temper :  we  arc  much  obliged  to  you, 
brother,  that  you  tell  us  to  ftop,  and  leave  off 
that  which  we  have  begun  to  do  i  we  hear  you, 
we  itop  and  repent. 

But,  brother  Johnfon,  fome  of  our  young  meq, 
a  few  days  ago,  went  out  againft  the  Englifli ; 
we  can*t  help  it,  though  we  have  fent  after  them 
as  foon  as  we  heard  from  you,  brother,  to  ftop 
them,  and  call  them  back.  Now,  brother,  you 
muft  take  care  of  your  fide  too  •,  many  of  our 
people  are  now  captives  among  the  Englifh,  we 
muft  fee  every  one  of  them  return  again,  or  elfe 
it  will  not  be  well.  We  ftiall  wait  two  months 
to  fee  whether  our  captives  are  given  up,  and  if 
we  don't  fee  them  then,  we  don't  know  whac 
we  ftiall  do  ;  when  we  fee  our  people  again,  then 
we  fhall  contrive  to  make  up  tiie  matter,  and 
fettle  affairs,  and  not  till  then. 

Thus,  brother  Johnfon,  you  have  the  anfwer 
of  my  nephew  to  your  meffage. 

Now,  brother,  we  tliat  are  young  ones  here 
would  fay  a  few  words  •,  by  and  by  you  fhall 
hear  from  our  heads  •,  we  afl<;  leave  for  once,  ac- 
cording to  the  Englidi  cuftom,  to  ufe  paper  in- 
Head  of  wampum. 

C  2  Brother 


[  Hi 

Brother  Johnfon, 
Be  llrong,  do  all  you  can  on  your  pare,  and 
we  will  do  all  we  can  on  ours  :  let  us,  both  of  us, 
be  engaged  to  purfue  to  the  things  that  make  for 
peace  and  harmony  •,  you'll  not  doubt  brother, 
but  that  the  fix  nations  will  make  it  their  bufi- 
refs  to  fet  things  to  right  again,  and  make  up 
the  unhappy  quarrel  between  our  brethren  the 
Englilh  and  the  Delawares  our  nephews. 

Be  ftrong,  brother,  be  engaged  and  we  will  af- 
fift  'you,  and  we  need  not  doubt  but  we  fhall 
gain  the  point. 

We  would  inform  you,  brother,  that  the  Dela- 
wares tell  us  that  two  companies  of  their  men 
fet  out  not  long  ago  againft  the  Englifii  ;  but 
they  have  now  lint  after  them  to  bring  them 
back.  They  fay  that  there  were  80  in  one  and  40 
in  the  other  company,  and  that  a  number  are  fee 
out  from  Ohio  lately  againft  the  Engliih  frontiers. 
Thus,  honoured  Sir,  I  have  wrote  all  that  the 
Indians  defired,  I  have  wrote  in  hafte,  and  not 
corre6l  as  I  might,  had  I  had  leifure  j  the  Indians 
from  Tiaogo  arrived  juft  at  fun-fet,  and  the 
bearer  defigning  to  kt  out  early  in  the  morning^ 
I'  muft  fend  this  rough  account  juft  as  it  is,  i 
rely  on  your  honour's  candour. 

If  I  can  ferve  your  honour  in  any  thing  in  your 
public  affairs,  I  am  yours  at  command, 

Gidn.  Hawley. 
P.S.  I  propofe  to  your  honour's  confideration, whe- 
ther it  would  be  well  for  the  Englifh  to  build 
a  fore  and  keep  a  garrifon.  I  don't  at  all  think 
that  the  Delawares  dedgn  to  be  peaceable  ;  a 
fort  here  perhaps  will  be  necelTary  to  keep  the 
reft  ot  the  Indians  on  the  river  in  good  order. 
To  the  honourable  William  Johnfon. 

fore 
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Fort  Johnfon,  February  29,  1756. 

At  a  tneeting  of  the  Aughquageys^  Tufcaro" 
ras^  Ska?iiadaradighronoSy  Chughnuts,  Ma- 
hickanders  and  Shawanefc,    Thojnas  their 

fpeaker  flood  up  and  went  throitgh  the  ce- 
refnojiy  of  condolance  for  the  lofs  of  my 

filer  and  brother-in-law  *,  and  then  pro^ 
ceeded  as  follows : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  will  now  open  our  hearts  to  you,  and 
throw  off  the  burthen  which  lays  lb  heavy  upon 
us ;  it  grieved  us  much  to  hear  it  was  luggefted, 
that  all  the  nations  living  upon  the  banks  of  Suf- 
quehanna,  even  as  far  as  Aughquagey  had  joined 
the  French.  We  allure  you  it  is  a  falfe  report, 
and  we  appeal  to  you,  brother,  whether  we  have 
not  (fince  your  acquaintance  with  us)  always 
proved  true  brethren  to  the  Englilh,  and  ftridtly 
adhered  to  the  agreements  made  fo  long  ago  be- 
tween them  and  our  fore -fathers ;  and  depend 
upon  it  we  ever  fhali,  notwithftanding  ail  the 
temptations  of  the  French.  What  we  now  fay 
comes  not  from  our  lips  only,  but  from  the  very 
bottom  of  our  hearts. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  fpeak  now  in  behalf  of  the  Oneidas,  Tuf- 
caroras,  Skaniadaradighronos  and  Chugnuts  ;  and 
we  may  fay  we  fpeak  alfo  in  behalf  of  the  Sha- 
wanefe,  who  are  now  upon  their  way  to  Chug- 
nut,  where  they  are  to  fettle  and  live  under  our 
procedion  j  alfo  the  Delaware-Indians,  who  live 

upon 

*  Capt.  Ferrall,  his  filler's  hufband,  killed  in  the  battle  at 
Lake-George,  September  7,  17^5.  Vide  General  Johnlon'j 
letter  in  London  Gazette,  28  Odober  1755. 
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Upon  the  eaft  branch  of  that  river  near  the  head 
of  it,  have  given  us  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that 
they  will  live  and  die  with  us,  and  in  confcquence 
of  that  will  keep  up  the  fame  frienddiip  and  alli- 
ance with  the  EngliOi,  which  now  fubfids  be- 
tween us  and  them  -,  and  this  belt  we  hereby  de- 
liver to  you  as  a  teftimony  thereof. 

Gave  the  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  beg  leave  to  lay  our  immediate  danger 
and  dirtrefs  before  you  ;  we  are  now  entirely  ex- 
pofed  to  the  mercilefs  power  of  the  French  and 
their  Indians,  our  and  your  common  enemy  ; 
their  hatchet  is  ready  to  fall  upon  our  heads, 
their  Indians  who  live  not  far  from  us,  threaten 
us  for  our  attachment  to  you,  for  they  call  and 
look  upon  us  as  Englifh,  as  we  truly  are.  Now, 
brother,  our  earned  requell:  is,  that  you  would 
build  us  a  fmall  place  of  defence,  wherein  our  old 
men,  women,  and  children  may  have  fbelter  in 
this  time  of  danger  ;  and  that  you  would  alfo 
fupply  us  with  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  where- 
^yith  to  defend  ourfelves  from  any  attempts  the 
enemy  may  make  upon  us. 

Gave  a  belt. 

Februarys,  1756. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  OneidaSj  l^ufcaroras, 
Skaniadaradighronos,  Chugnuts^  and  Ma- 
bickanderSy  I  made  an  anfwer  to  their 
fpeech  in  the  pre  fence  of 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hawely,    Mr.  Daniel  Claufe, 
Lieutenant  Miller,  Arent  Stevens, 

Mr.  Reed,  William  Printup, 

Three  Interpreters, 

Canadagaye 


[  '7  ] 

Cajiadagaye  a  Mohawk  chief,  my  fpeaker, 
ftood  up  and  anfwered  to  their  fpeech  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

Brethren  of  the  Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  Ska- 
niadaradighronos,  Mahickanders,  Chug- 
nuts,  and  Shawanefe. 

I  approve  much  of  your  opennefs  of  heart  to 
me  on  this  occafion,  and  as  that  is  the  fureft  way 
of  having  your  grievances  redreffcd,  I  would 
advife  you  ^as  I  have  often  your  brethren  of  the 
fix  nations)  always  to  follow  that  method,  and 
you  may  be  afTured  I  will  endeavour  to  eafe 
your  minds,  and  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
contribute  to  your  happinefs.  As  for  the  idle 
furmifes  of,  or  reports  fpread  by  any  ill  minded 
filly  people,  who  know  nothing  of  your  fenti- 
ments,  or  the  (late  of  your  or  our  affairs,  I  mufl 
defire  you  will  not  give  ear  to,  nor  be  in  the 
lead  uneafy  at  them,  for  their  words  are  like 
y/ind  and  not  to  be  noticed.  If  at  any  time  your 
minds  are  difturbed,  or  that  you  labour  under 
any  difficulties,  let  me  know  it  immediately, 
you  may  depend  upon  relief.  The  ftrong  alTu- 
rances  you  now,  and  always  have  given  me  of 
your  attachment  to  your  brethren  the  Englifhj 
and  of  your  gathering  together,  gives  me  the 
greateft  pleafure,  and  will  animate  me  to  take 
more  care  of  you,  which  you  may  depend  upon 
as  long  as  you  continue  ftedfaft  friends  to  the 
Englifh,  which  you  will  ever  find  it  your  intereil 
to  do. 

A  belt. 
Brethren   of  the   feveral  before-mentioned 
nations. 

Your  cafe  I  have  confidered,  and  agree  with 
you  in  opinion,  that  your  prefent  fituation  is  far 

from 
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from  being  fafe,  having  fo  dangerous  and  deceit- 
ful an  enemy,  as  the  French  are  notorioufly 
known  to  be  on  the  one  fide,  and  their  blind - 
iolded,  rafh  Indians  (who  know  not  their  own 
intereft)  on  the  other.  Wherefore,  agreeable  to 
your  requeft,  I  lliall  immediately  have  a  fort 
built  for  the  fafety  of  your  old  people,  chiklren, 
and  friends,  living  round  about  there  ;  I  will  al- 
fo  fupply  you  with  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  to 
defend  the  faid  fort,  againft  any  attempts  the 
French,  or  their  Indians,  may  make  upon  you  : 
keep  a  good  look  out,  and  if  at  any  time  you  find 
a  defign  againft  you,  let  me  know  it,  and  I  will 
come  immediately  to  your  affiftance.  This  I 
confirm  by  this  belt  of  wampum. 

A  belt. 
February  2,   1756. 

The  anfwer  of  the  Jughquageys,  Tufcaroras^  Ska- 
niadaradighronoi,  Mahickanders^  CbugnutSi  and 
Shawanefe. 

Adam,  fpeaker. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  the  feveral  nations  of  Indians  living  at  and 
about  Sufquehanna  river  and  its  branches,  here 
prefent,  return  you  our  moft  hearty  thanks  for 
your  kind  compHance  to  our  requefts,  as  well 
as  for  the  great  regard  you  fhew  for  our  fafety, 
by  promifing  to  come  in  perfon  to  our  affiftance, 
fhould  there  be  occafion  at  any  time  for  it :  this 
convincing  proof  of  your  love  for  us,  at  this  cri- 
tical time,  lays  us  under  the  grcateft  obligations ; 
and  be  aluired  we  and  ours  fliall  never  forget  it 
as  long  as  the  waters  of  Sufquehanna  run. 

A  belt,  and  finifhed,  giving  fix  fhouts  of  ap- 
probation. 

Friday 
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Friday  6th,  I  fent  an  Indian  exprefs,  with  a 
belt  of  wampum,  to  kno\v  the  rcafon  of  the  fix 
nations  delay. 

Monday  9th,  Not  hearing  from  them  yet, 
and  all  the  other  nations  waiting  here  impatiently, 
difpatched  Jacobus  Clemont,  one  of  the  inter- 
preters, to  bring  them  down  fpeedily. 

Vv^ednefday  nth,  Three  Onondago  warriors 
arnved  at  my  houfe,  with  three  firings  of  wam- 
pum from  the  Sachems,  acquaiiiting  me  that 
their  nations  Cayougas,  and  Senecas,  were  mak- 
ing all  the  hafte  poffible,  and  v/ould  be  here  to- 
morrow in  a  body :  in  the  afternoon  the  Onon- 
dagos  and  Cayougas  arrived,  afid  told  me  that 
fifty  Senecas  would  be  here  to-morrow. 

The  Mohawk  Sachems  came  to  me  with  an 
cxprefs  from  their  brethren  the  Canajoharees,  ac- 
quainting them  and  me,  that  the  Oncidas  and 
Tufcaroras,  were  to  be  on  Friday  at  their  caftle,  in 
order  to  condole  the  death  of  the  great  Hen- 
drick,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  that  cafi:le,  who 
were  flain  at  Lake  George,  and  dc fired  theirs 
and  my  attendance  at  the  ceremony  j  I  gave 
them  the  proper  belts  of  wampum  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  and  de fired  they  would  afl  for  me,  as 
I  could  not  pofiibly  attend,  there  being  fo  many 
Indians  at  my  houfe,  which  they  readily  agreed 
to,   and  fet  off. 

Thurfday  12th,  The  Senecas  arrived  and  told 
me,  that  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras  would  not 
be  here  until  Satur.day  or  Sunday,  for  the  above- 
mentioned  reafon. 

Friday  13th,  Some  more  of  tiie  Senecas  ar- 
rived, when  I  performed  the  neceffary  ceremony 
on  that  occafion. 

D  Saturday 
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Saturday  14th,  I  had  an  exprefs  fent  me  by 
the  Canajoharees,  that  a  great  number  of  the  One- 
idas,  Tufcaroras  and  Mohawks,  were  met  there, 
and  would  finifh  their  condolence  that  day,  and 
fet  off  the  next ;  which  they  accordingly  did : 
and  on 

Monday  i6th,  The  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras 
arrived  here,  when  I  received  them,  and  per- 
formed the  ufual  ceremony  on  that  occafion. 

After  that  Canaghquayefon,  an  Oneida  Sachem, 
flood  up  and  fpake : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
"We  doubt  not  but  you  have  been  nneafy  at 
our  flaying  fo  long  after  our  brethren  of  the  other 
nation  •,  the  reafon  is  this,  we  have  been  clearing 
up  the  road  of  our  fore-fathers,  as  is  cuftomary 
among  us  (meaning  the  condoling  of  the  lofs  of 
feveral  of  their  people,  who  died  and  were  killed 
fmce  they  travelled  that  road  before^  particularly 
at  Canajoharee,  v/here  we  have  loft  two  great 
men,  in  whofe  ftead  or  room  we  have  appointed 
others.  Our  brethren  of  the  other  nations  have 
paffed  by  and  neglected  this,  which  we  think 
wrong.  Now  we  are  here  complear,  and  beg 
you  will  be  eafy  in  your  mind. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
Hoping  we  have  now  quieted  your  mind,  we 
beg  you  will  think  and  fpeak  coolly,  otherwife 
it  may  be  of  ill  confequtnce  to  us,  as  our  wel- 
fare depends  greatly  on  your  cool  deliberations. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
As  this  is  the  council  room,  where  all  the  af- 
fairs of  the  fix  nations  are  traniadted  ;  and  as  you 

told 
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told  me  you  would  keep  a  white  wing  hanging 
in  it  to  fweep  it  clean  with,  we  now  take  this 
fan  down,  and  fweep  all  duft  and  dirt  out  of  it, 
fo  as  nothing  may  interrupt  us  in  oui  councils 
and  deliberations. 

Three  firings  of  wampum. 

February  i6th,   1756. 

My  anfwer  to  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras  fpeech. 

Brethren, 
On  your  arrival  yefterday  you  expreflfed  your 
concern,  left  I  might  be  uneafy  at  your  flaying 
fo  much  longer  than  the  reft  of  your  brethren, 
and  than  the  time  appointed.  The  reafons  you  have 
given  for  it  are  a  fumcitnt  apology  -,  I  am  very 
glad  you  have  done  every  thing  necefTary  on  your 
part,  agreeable  to  your  cuftoms,  and  the  rules 
laid  down  to  you  by  your  wife  anceftors.  So 
many  of  you  appearing  here  now  at  this  council, 
and  at  fo  bad  a  feafon  of  the  year,  gives  me  great 
pleafure,  as  it  plainly  demonftrates  your  regard 
to  my  invitation, 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 
I  thank  you  for  the  prudent  and  kind  ft-ep§ 
you  have  taken  to  quiet  my  mind  at  this  time  ; 
I  afTure  you  it  is  quite  fettled,  and  my  thoughts 
fixed  upon  nothing  fo  much,  as  what  may  tend 
to  your  welfare,  and  that  of  all  your  brethren  in 
general, 

A  belt. 

Brethren, 

I  have  had  this  council  room  (on  my  inviting 

you  and  the  reft  of  the  nations  to  it^  well  cleanfed ; 

but  as  you  imagined  it  might  have  (by  your  ftay- 

D  2  ins 
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ing  fo  much  longer  than  the  time  appointed  for 
metting)  gathered  Tome  duft  ;  I  am  glad  you 
have  taken  down  the  fan,  and  fwept  it  fo,  that  no- 
thing might  in  the  leaft  impede  our  coniultations. 
Three  firings  of  wampum. 
Ended  this  affair. 

At  a  private  meeting  of  the  upper  Mohawk 
c  a/tie,  V/e  chief  day  the  I'^th, 

Present  all  the  fachems  and  warriors, 
Abraham,  H  end  rick's  brother,  ftood  up  and  fpoke. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  return  you  our  hearty  thanks,  for  the  care 
you  have  taken  in  fortifying  our  caftle  laft  fum^ 
iner,  agreeable  to  our  defire,  and  alfo  of  garri- 
foning  it  in  our  abfcnce,  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
old  people  and  children.  And  as  we  look  upon 
it  as  neceflary  now  as  ever  (from  the  many  re- 
ports we  daily  have,  of  the  French's  intentions 
of  attacking  us  for  our  attachment  to  you)  we 
earmrllly  defire  there  may  be  an  officer,  and  a 
proper  number  of  men,  polled  there,  as  foon  as 
poffible  for  our  defence. 

A  belt. 
Brethren  of  Canajoharee, 
As  I  am  fully  convinced  of  your  fincerity  and 
attachment  to  his  Majefty's  interefl,  I  readily 
comply  v/ith  your  requefl,  not  doubting  it  will 
be  very  agreeable  to  your  Father  the  great  king, 
who  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  you  his  faithful  children  -,  as  an 
afTurance  of  what  I  fay,  and  now  promife  to  you, 
I  give  you  this  belt  of  wampum. 

A  belt. 
So  this  meeting  ended, 
I  Ai 
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At  a  meeting  of  Jive  hundred  and  eighty-fix 
of  the  fix  nations  and  their  allies,  at  Fort 
Johnfony  February  the  iSth  1756. 

Present, 
The  honourable  Willi-     Lieut.  Pottinger, 
am  Johnfon,  fole  fu-     Lieut.  Mills  J, 
perintendant  of  their     Lieut.  Lottridge, 
Affairs,  Capt.  Butler  §,  and  other 

TheRev.  Dr.Ogilvie*,         Indian  officers. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,     Several  gentlemen, 
Capt.  Beckvvith,  The  deputy  fecretary, 

Lieut.  Miller,  And  four  interpreters, 

Lieut.  Dunbar, 

I,  (viz.  Gen.  Johnfon)  fpoke  as  follows : 
Brethren  of  the  fix  united  nations, 
I  have  heard  with  great  concern  that  a  war- 
party  of  the  Senecas,  the  moft  remote  nation  of 
the  confederacy,  have  had  a  confiderable  mifun- 
derftanding  with  their  brethren  the  Englifli  to 
the  fouthward,  which  has  been  fatal  to  fome  of 
that  nation.  I  am  extremely  unable  to  exprefs 
jny  concern  for  that  unhappy  affair-,  and  as  the 
hatchet  remains  fixed  in  your  heads,  I  do  with  the 
greateft  affedion  and  tendernefs  remove  it  thence. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 
"With  this  belt  I  cleanfe  and  purify  the  beds  of 
thofe  who  fell  in  that  unfortunate  affair,  from  the 
defilement  they  have  contraded. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 

*  Miffionary,  flationed  among  the  Mohawks.  %  A  brave 
Englifh-man,  Lieutenant  of  the  independant  companies  in  the 
province  of  New-York.  §  An  Irirfi  gentleman,  in  the  fame 
rank  v/ith  Mills,  and  has  refided  among  the  Mohawks  above 
2c  vears. 


Brethren, 

I  am  informed  that  upon  that  unhappy  occa- 
Con  yau  have  loft  three  of  your  principal  war- 
riors ;  I  do  with  this  beit  cover  their  dead  bo- 
dies, that  they  may  not  offend  our  fight  any  more, 
ai'id  bury  the  whole  affair  in  eternal  oblivion. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 

I  have  now  agreeable  to  your  antient  cuftoms 
leattered  thofe  clouds  that  looked  with  fo  dark 
and  threatning  an  afpecl -,  the  fun  now  fliines 
bright  again,  therefore  let  us  under  its  enlight- 
ning  and  cherifhing  influences,  proceed  upon  our 
important  bufmefs,  with  our  ufual  chearfulnefs 
and  unaniai'ty.  A  belt. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  ceremony  of  con- 
dolence, jointly  in  the  name  of  General  Johnfon 
and  Governor  Morris,  whom  Skaronyade  the 
half  king,  and  Mr.  Montour,  reprefented. 

Brethren  of  the  Cayougas  and  Toderighronos, 
By  conftant  experience  we  difcover,  that  the  life 
of  man  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field  -,  in  this  tran- 
litory  fcene,  therefore,  refignation  becomes  us  un- 
der the  lofs  of  our  neareft  and  deareft  friends  : 
comfort  yourfelves,  therefore,  under  the  lofTes  you 
have  fuftained,  as  becomes  reafonable  creatures. 
With  this  belt  I  cover  a'l  your  dead,  that  they 
may  no  more  offend  your  fight.  A  belt. 

Brethren  of  the  Onondagas,  Oneidas,  Tirf- 

caroras,  Skaniadaradighronos,  Aughqua- 

geys,  and  the  Mohawks  of  both  caftles, 

I  perform  the  fame  ceremony  to  you.     After 

the  ceremony,  fix  French  prifoners,  fome  of  thofe 

who   were  taken  at  the  late  battle,  near   Lake 

George,  were  delivered  with  great  ceremony  to 

the 
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the  Indians,  In  order  to  replace  the  following  In- 
dians, who  were  killed  in  that  battle,  viz.  Ta- 
yanoga,  alias  Hendrick  Tarraghiyons ;  Wania- 
coone  of  Canajoharee  -,  Skahyowio  Onienkoto  of 
the  Mohawks  •,  Nica-anawa  Skaronyade's  ion  ; 
and  Cayadanora,  a  Tufcarora. 

They  received  the  prifoners  with  the  greatell 
marks  of  gratitude  and  fatisfadion  ;  every  nation 
giving  the  fhoiit  of  approbation,  and  then  carried 
off  the  prifoners  to  their  refpeftive  families. 

Thus  ended  the  ceremony  neceffary  on  thofe 
occafions,  agreeable  to  their  cuftoms. 

^he  anfwiv  of    the  fi:^   nations  and  th^ir  allies^ 
February  ijtb  1756. 

Read  Head,  fpeaker. 
Pre  sent, 

The  hon.William  John-  Lieut.  Dunbar, 

fon,  Capt.  Butler,  and  other 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie,  Indian  officers. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  Three  interpreters- 
Lieut.  Miller, 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the  Seneca 
nation,  return  you  our  fincere  and  hearty  thanks, 
for  the  great  afFeclion  in  drying  our  tears,  and 
driving  forrow  from  our  hearts ;  and  we  in  re- 
tarn  perform  the  fame  ceremony  to  you  with  the 
like  hearty  afFedion. 

A  firing  of  wampum. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  are  fenfible  of  your  goodnefs,  rxprelTed  to 
us  in  removing  the  caufe  of  our  grief,  and  ten- 
derly taking  the  a.^  out  ot  our  heads.     A  belt. 

Brothi^i: 
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Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  are  thankful  to  you  tor  cleaning  the  blood 
out  of  our  fight,  agreeable  to  the  ancient  cliftom 
of  our  forefathers. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We   are  thankful   likewife  for  covering   the 
graves  of  thofe  who  were  flain  in  that  unhapyy 
affair. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  acknowledge  your  goodnefs  in  thus  fet- 
tling our  minds,  which  were  fo  much  difcom- 
pofed,  and  that  you  have  fo  feafonably  reminded 
us  of  that  harmony,  that  has  always  fubfifted  be- 
tween our  fore-fathers  and  our  brethren  the  Eng- 
jifh,  an  account  of  which  has  been  handed  down, 
to  us  by  tradition,  from  father  to  fon.  We  pro- 
mife  due  attention  to  your  advice,  which  we  are 
convinced  tends  to  our  welfare  -,  and  afiure  you, 
that  we  bury  that  unfortunate  affair  in  eternal 
oblivion.    . 

A  belt. 
The  Cayougas  and  Toderighronos,  return  their 
hearty  thanks  to  the  General,  for  his  affectionate 
and  public  condolence,  with  a  belt. 

A  belt. 
The  Onondagas  acknowledge  the  fame  with  a 
belt. 

A  belt. 
The  Oneidas  do  the  fame: 

A  belt. 
The  Tufcaroras  and  Skaniadaradighronos  the 
fame. 

A  belt. 
The  two  caftles  of  the  Mohawks  the  fame. 

A  belt. 
Brother 
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Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

The  fix  united  nations,  as  one  body,  do  with 
the  greateft  thankfulnefs  acknowledge  your  bro- 
therly affedion,  in  thus  effectually  cleanfing 
and  purifying  all  our  habitations  from  all  thq 
blood  and  defilement,  which  they  had  contraded 
by  the  death  of  fo  many  of  our  principal  men. 

A  belt. 

The  fpeaker  then  took  up  a  large  belt,  which 
the  general  gave,  with  an  emblem  of  the  fix 
nations  joined  hand  in  hand  with  us,  and  fpoke 
as  follows : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

Look  with  attention  on  this  belt,  and  remem- 
ber the  folemn  and  mutual  engagements  we  en- 
tered into,  when  you  firft  took  upon  you  the 
management  of  our  affairs  -,  be  affured,  we  look 
upon  them  as  facred,  and  (hall,  on  our  parts, 
punctually  perform  them  as  long  as  we  are  a 
people. 

A  prodigious  large  belt! 

The  fpeaker  then  took  up  another  very  large 
belr,  which  was  given  them  by  the  governor  of 
IMew  York  fome  years  ago. 

He  then  repeated  the  folemn  promifes,  that 
were  then  made  them  by  the  reprefentatives  of 
all  the  governments  then  prefent,  and  faid. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  hope  our  brethren  the  Englifli  will  ferl- 
oufly  remember  the  promife  made  us  by  this 
belt,  and  exaftly  perform  them  ■,  and  we  pro- 
mife to  do  the  fame,  though  we  have  no  records 
but  our  memories. 

A  very  large  belt. 
E  Brother 
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Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

As  you,  and  the  governor  of  Philadelphia, 
have  alked  us,  what  reafon  we  can  poflibly  aflign 
for  the  barbarous  behaviour  of  our  nephews  the 
Delawares ;  all  we  can  fay  at  prefent  is,  that  they 
are  deluded  by  the  craft  and  fubtilty  of  our  old 
and  perfidious  enemy  the  French  y  but  we  pro- 
mife  on  our  part,  we  will  try  all  means  to  ftop 
their  proceeding  further  in  their  hoililities,  and 
beg  you  will  do  the  fame. 

Three  firings  of  wampum. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  earneftly  entreat,  that  you  v/ill  immedir 
ately  acquaint  all  the  governors  concerned,  that 
we  the  fix  nations  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
this  important  affair,  but  have  already  fent  fome 
of  our  people  to  take  the  hatchet  out  of  the 
hands  of  our  nephews  the  Delawares  j  and  we 
fnould  be  glad  that  you  would  draw  your  troops 
from  the  frontiers  ;  then  we  will  endeavour  to 
bring  our  nepiiews  the  Delawares  to  deliver  up 
all  the  prifoners  they  have  taken  from  their  bre- 
thren the  EngliOi,  and  to  make  the  beft  acknow- 
ledgment in  their  power  for  their  bafe  and  treach- 
erous behaviour. 

A  belt. 
Brethern  of  the  fix  nations, 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  your  kind  and 
friendly  acknowledgments  of  my  public  condo- 
lence yefterday.  And  as  all  caufes  of  uneafinefs 
CO  either  of  us  are  now  removed,  I  propofe  to- 
morrow to  deliver  you  a  fpeech  relative  to  our 
prefent  circiimftances,  which  I  hope  you  will  be 
properly  prepared  to  hear. 
Ended" 

Februarv 
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February  19,  1756* 

^At  a  meeting  of  fenieral  principal  warriors ^ 
from  the  moji  remote  parts  of  the  Seneca's 
country^  who  never  came  down  before  to 
any  ?neetingy  the  chief  man  named  Kayan-^ 
dagaroHy  alias  Kendorondy^  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
I,  with  my  party  of  warriors  from  Canufkako* 
the  door  of  the  fix  nations,  embrace  this  firft 
opportunity  of  fhaking  you  by  the  hand)  and  of 
aifuring  you,  that  nothing  but  my  regard  for  you, 
and  my  defire  of  hearing  your  fentiments  from 
your  own  mouth,  could  have  induced  me,  and 
my  young  men,  to  take  fuch  a  journey  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  as  we  had  feveral  of  our  fachems 
attending  at  the  meeting.  We  are  now  here  at 
the  fire-place  of  all  the  nations,  and  allure  you 
we  are  heartily  glad  to  fee  you. 

Brethren  of  Canuflcako. 
As  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the 
welfare  of  the  fix  nations,  and  their  allies,  it  al- 
ways gives  me  the  mod  fenfible  pleafure  to  fee, 
or  even  to  hear  from  any  of  them,  and  more  efpe- 
dally  you,  whom  I  never  faw  before,  as  it  af- 
fords me  an  opportunity  of  commencing  that  ac- 
quaintance and  friendfhip  with  you,  which  is  na- 
tural among  brethren,  and  which  my  inclination 
will  always  lead  me  to  improve,  efpecially  with 
fo  brave  a  people  as  your  nation  has  always  been 
deemed. 

Here  I  ended. 

E  2  February 
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February  20.  1756. 

Present  at  the  following  public  fpeech'  . 

The  hon.  William  John-  Lieut.  Pottinger, 

fon,  fole  fuperinten-  Lieut.  Lee, 

^dant  of  their  affairs,  Lieut.  Kennedy, 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie,  Lieut.  Mills, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  Enfign  Pcnington, 

Capt.  Beck  with.  Several  Indian  officers, 

Lieut.  Miller,  and  other  gentlemen, 

Lieut.  Dunbar,  Three  interpreters. 

Brethren  of  the  fix  united  nations,  your  al- 
lies and  dependants. 
It  always  gives  me  the  mofl  folid  pleafure 
to  meet  you  here,  that  we  may  felicitate  our- 
felves  in  the  cherilhing  warmth  and  light  of 
that  fire,  kindled  here  for  our  mutual  good  -, 
may  it  ever  burn  bright  as  the  fun  that  illumi- 
nates and  guides  the  day,  that  you  and  your  po- 
fterity,  to  the  lateft  generations,  may  rejoice  in 
its  benevolent  influence  ! 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 
It  gives  me  a  particular  fatisfaflicn  to  meet 
you  here  at  this  time,  for  two  important  reafons. 
I'he  firft  is,  that  it  affords  us  an  opportunity  of 
a  friendly  interview  under  the  fliade  of  that  tree, 
which  was  lately  fo  folemnly  and  judicioufly 
planted  ;  and  of  calmly  confulting  and  maturely 
deUberating  matters  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 
and  which  nearly  concerns  our  mutual  fafety* 
welfare  and  honour. 

A  belt. 

The 
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The  fecond  is,  that  it  gives  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  (baking  you  by  the  hand  with  a  brotherly 
affedion,  and  in  the  name  of  the  great  King  your 
Father,  congratulating  you  upon  our  late  happy 
fuccefs,  which  1  make  no  doubt  muft  give  you 
the  moft  fenfible  pleafure  -,  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
from  your  late  repeated  protcftations'of  fidelity 
to  your  brethren  the  EngUfh,  it  will  prove  a 
means  of  animating  you,  and  all  your  taithful 
allies,  to  (land  forth  with  your  ufual  bravery 
upon  all  future  occafions. 

A  belt. 

How  much  greater  might  our  fuccefs  have 
been !  how  much  more  fenfibly  would  it  have 
been  felt  by  our  treacherous  and  common  enemy, 
had  more  of  your  warriors  appeared  in  the  field 
on  that  important  day,  had  all  our  force  been 
united  ?  If  the  bubbling  or  drops  of  our  war- 
kettle  did  fo  much,  how  great  would  have  been 
the  confequence,  had  it  boiled  with  its  ufual  fury  ! 
It  would,  hke  a  mighty  torrent,  carried  all  be- 
fore it ;  and  it  would  have  founded  the  fame  of 
our  viftorious  arms  far  and  near,  and  fpread  uni- 
verfal  terror  all  around  us ! 

I,  now,  in  the  name  of  the  great  King  your 
Father,  in  this  public  manner  return  you  thanks 
for  joining  our  arms  laft  fummer,  and  for  your 
gallant  behaviour  in  that  Adtion.  This  gives  him 
reafon  to  expect  the  like  fidelity  and  courageous 
condud:  from  you  all  for  the  future,  and  greatly 
endears  you  to  him,  and  to  all  his  loving  fub- 
jeds  your  affedionate  brethren. 

A  belt. 

This  animates  me  with  fre(h  pleafure  and  af- 
fedion  at  this  important  conjundure  of  affairs, 
to  brighten  and  ftrengthen  the  covenant-chain, 

that 
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that  has  fo  long  linked  us  together,  in  mutual 
friendftiip  and  mutual  affection,  which,  I  hope, 
will  continue  inviolable  and  facred,  as  long  as  the 
fun  fhines,  or  the  rivers  continue  to  water  the 
earth,  notwithftanding  all  the  intrigues  of  our  old 
and  perfidious  enemies,  who  have  left  no  means 
uneffayed,  and  efpecially  at  this  time,  to  weaken 
and  divide  us,  that  fo  they  may  in  the  event  root 
out  the  remembrance  of  your  name  and  nations 
from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

A  large  covenant-belt. 
Brethren, 

On  my  arrival  from  lake  George  iaft  Decem- 
ber, I  had  from  your  brother  the  governor  of 
New  York,  and  fince  from  the  governor  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  fliocking  news  of  (your  ne^ 
phews)  the  Delav/ares  and  Shawanefe  falling  up- 
on your  brethren  of  Pennfylvania,  Maryland  and 
Virginia  in  the  moft  cruel  and  treacherous  man- 
ner, kilhng  and  barbaroufly  butchering  the  in- 
nocent defencelefs  people,  who  lived  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  faid  governments  •,  burning  and  de- 
ftroying  all  they  had,  and  that  without  any  juft 
caufe  or  reafon,  as  I  underftand.  This  I  com- 
municated to  you  by  one  of  your  own  people, 
a  Seneca,  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  defiring  you 
would,  without  lofs  of  time,  put  a  flop  to  your 
nephews  fpilling  any  more  of  your  brethrens 
blood  ;  and  that  you  would  enquire  into,  and  let 
me  know  the  reafon  of  fuch  their  wicked  and 
unparalleled  behaviour  to  the  King's  fubjefts, 
your  brethren  and  friends,  I  now  repeat  the 
fame,  and  exped  to  hear  what  you  have  done  in 
confequence  of  faid  melfage  and  defire. 

Brethren,    I  tell  you   with  concern,    that    I 

plainly  forefee,  unlefs  you,  the  fix  nations,  who 

3,  have 
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have  always  maintained  a  fuperiority  over  the 
Indians,  will  now  exert  yourfeives  in  this  cafe, 
you  will  not  only  lofe  that  authority  which  they 
hitherto  acknowledged,  but  will  have  them  your 
enemies. 

A  large  black  belt. 
Brethren, 

I  told  you  before  the  governor  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  had  acquainted  me  with  the  bafe  behaviour 
of  your  nephews  the  Shawanefe  and  Delawares, 
and  has  alfo  fent  your  friend  Skaronyade  and 
Andrew  Montour  to  you  with  his  meflage,  and 
to  know  your  fentiments  thereon  :  I  defire  and 
exped  you  will  pay  ajuft  regard  to  hismelTage, 
and  afford  him  all  the  afTiftance  you  can,  in  bring- 
ing that  unhappy  affair  to  as  good  an  iffue  as 
poffible. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  great  King 
of  England,  your  Father,  on  the  death  of  the 
late  general  Braddock,  has  committed  the  com- 
mand of  all  his  forces  raifed,  and  to  be  railed 
upon  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  gene- 
ral Shirley  ;  and  has  in  a  particular  manner  com- 
manded him  to  proted:  your  country,  and  the 
lands  which  your  forefathers  have  conquered,  and 
are  of  right  your  territories,  againft  all  violence 
and  attempts  of  the  French  our  common  ene- 
my ;  and  to  cultivate  a  ftri6l  friendfhip  between 
him  and  you  ;  he  takes  the  firft  opportunity  of 
communicating  this  to  you  by  me,  and  of  affu- 
ring  you  of  his  intentions,  fully  to  follow  his 
jmajefty's  inftrudions  herein. 

A  belt  of  black  wampumi 

Brethren, 
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Brethren, 

General  Shirley  alfo  defires  me  to  acquaint 
you,  that  he  is  to  have  a  great  army  this  enfu- 
ing  fpring  for  the  defence  of  your  country,  and 
the  recovery  of  fuch  parts  of  it  as  have  been  en- 
croached upon  by  the  French  •,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  his  majefty's  troops  in  the  province  of 
New  York,  fliall  be  held  in  readinefs  to  defend 
you  againft  any  attempts  the  French  may  make 
before  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 

On  my  return  from  New  York,  I  received 
your  kind  meffage  and  information  of  the  defign 
of  the  French  attacking  his  majefty's  garrifon  at 
Ofwego :  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for 
your  friendly  notice,  which  I  immediately  ac- 
quainted general  Shirley  and  governor  Hardy 
with,  by  exprefs  from  Albany,  who  by  their  an- 
fvvers  to  me,  are  alfo  greatly  pleafed  with  you, 
for  the  concern  you  l"hew  for  our  mutual  fafety ; 
and  I  exped:  you  will  not  only  continue  your  vi- 
gilence,  but  will  alfo  be  ready  (like  unalterable 
friends  and  brethren)  to  ufe  the  ax  which  I  gave 
you  lafb  fummer,  in  conjuncfion  with  his  ma- 
jefty's trocps,  whenever  called  upon,  either  at 
Ofwego,  or  any  where  elfe  they  may  be  employ- 
ed, to  the  utmoft  ol  your  power,  as  it  is  his 
majefty's  intention  to  Hand  by  you,  and  protect 
you,  as  well  as  his  own  fubjeds,  againft  the  infults 
or  atcempts  of  any  enemy  whatever.  Believe 
me.  Brethren,  this  is  the  proper  time  to  convince 
your  Father,  the  great  King  of  England,  and 
your  Brethren,  of  your  fincerity  and  attachment 
to  their  intereft,  by  your  ading  vigoroufly  with 
his  troops,  which  1  moft  iieartily  advife  you  to 

do, 
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do,  as  it  is  of  the  utmolt  conftquence  to  our 
mutual  intereft. 

A  large  belt. 
Brethren, 
I  muft  now  acquaint  you,  that  I  propofe  meet- 
ing you  at  Ofvvego  next  fpring,  and  dtfii  e  you  will 
join  with  me  in  the  invitation  I  fhall  fend  to  your 
friends  and  allies,  far  and  near,  to  come  ^,jo  faid 
meeting;  when  and  where  you  and  they  fliall  re- 
ceive a  handfome  prelent  from  your  Father  the 
great  King  of  England,  who  is  very  defirous  of 
bringing  all  nations  worthy  of  his  and  your  al- 
liance, into  the  covenant-chain  at  that  meeting. 
1  hope,  we  fhall  then  be  able  to  m.ake  fuch  an  al- 
liance, and  fettle  matters  in  fuch  a  manner,  and 
fo  much  to  our  mutual  advantage,  as  will  give 
reafon  to  all  concerned,  and  their  pofterity,  to 
blefs  that  happy  day  we  met  together. 

A  belt. 

The  anfwer  cf  the  Jt^  nations^    the  2\Ji  cf 
February  1756. 

Red  Head,  fpeaker. 

Present 

The  hon.  Will Johnfon,     Lieut.  Miller, 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie,      Lieut.  Dunbar, 
Capt.  Buckworth,  Three  Interpreters. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  meet  you  with  the  greateft  pleafure  at 
this  fire-place,  and  heartily  join  you  in  your 
wilhes,  that  it  may  burn  bright  to  the  Jateft  po- 
fterity ;  let  us  mutually  endeavour  to  colled  fuch 
materials  for  the  ufe  of  this  our  fire,  as  may  tend 
F  to 


[  36] 

to  fupport  it  in  its  full  ftrength,  as  long  as  the 
fun  and  moon  endureth. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
"We  acknowledge  that  this  tree  was  folemnly 
and  JU'-  icioufly  planted  for  our  mutual  welfare, 
its  roots  reach  to  the  remoteft  habitations  of  the 
confederacy,  and  its  branches  afford  a  friendly 
retreat  to  us  and  all  our  allies  and  dependants. 
Brother,  take  a  tender  care  of  it,  fee  that  it  be 
fed  plentifully  by  friendly  dreams,  that  it  may 
increafe  and  fpread  its  branchics  fo  far,  that  it  may 
be  a  fufficient  (hade,  not  only  for  us,  but  alfo  for 
all  other  nations,  which  may  hereafter  come  into 
our  alliance. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  heartily  rejoice  with  you  upon  our  late 
fuccefs,  and  afTure  you  it  gives  us  a  folid  pleafure. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
"We  are  extremely  well  pleafed,  that  our  late 
condud  was  fo  highly  acceptable  to  the  great 
King  our  Father. 

A  belt. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  affure  you,  that  we,  on  our  parts,  do  with 

equal  pleafure  and  friendfhip  join  with  you  at 

this   time  of  public  commotion,  in  brightening 

and   ftrengthening  the  covenant-chain,  that  has 

fo  long  united  us  together.    Let  us  mutually  and 

ftedfaftly  adhere  to  our  engagements,  notwith- 

Handing  the  crafty  intrigues  of  our  perfidious 

and  blood-thirfty  enemies.     Let   us   vigoroufly 

endeavour  to  fruftrate  all  their  treacherous  de- 

figns,  that  fo  we  may  reap  the  good  cffeds  of 

I  this 
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this  our  union,  which  has  long  been  the  objefl 
of  their  envy.  With  this  btit  we  do  moil  fo- 
lemnly  renew  the  engagements  of  the  antient  co- 
venant-chain. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  always 'look'd  upon  the  Delawares  as  the 
more  immediate  care  of  *  Onas,  that  they  were 
within  the  circle  of  his  arms ;  we  are  therefore 
of  opinion,  that  he  has  not  taken  that  friendly 
care  of  them  as  he  ought  to  do,  and  therefore 
our  common  enemy  hath  taken  the  advantage  of 
his  negleft ;  for  we  can't  but  think,  that  If  there 
had  been  proper  meafures  taken,  they  would  have 
ft  ill  continued  faithful  friends  to  the  Englifli 
Intereft. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  are  fenfible  ot  the  care  of  the  great  King's 
appcinting  general  Shirley  to  fucceed  general 
Braddock  ;  and  we  are  extremely  thankful  for 
the  particular  inftru6tions  he  has  given  him,,  to 
cultivate  a  ftrid  friendlhip  between  us  and  him, 
and  to  proted  our  lands,  and  recover  thofe  en- 
croached upon  by  our  common  enemy :  we  hope 
and  expect,  that  he  will  ftridly  adhere  to  his 
majefty's  inftru6lions,  by  protecting  us  from  the 
bloody  incurfions  of  our  treacherous  enemies,  and 
ufe  his  utmoil  endeavours  to  recover  thofe  lands 
which  they  have  clandeftinely  wrefted  out  of  our 
hands. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  are  very  thankful  for  the  aflurance  he 
gives  us,  that  the  foldiers  polled  in  this  pro- 
F  2  vince 

^  By  Onas,  they,  here,  mean  governor  Morris. 
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vince  are  to  hold  themfdves  in  readlnefs  to  de- 
fend us  upon  any  ludden  emergency  -,  for  we 
affure  you,  we  are  apprehenfive,  that  as  theFrench 
find,  that  all  their  delufive  and  wheedling  arts 
have  not  had  their  defired  cffeft,  they  may  throw 
off  th.ir  ciifguife,  and  rufh  in  upon  us  with  a 
voracious  iui-y,  like  the  wolves  of  the  wildernefs. 

A  belt. 

Brother  VVai  raghiyagey. 
We  are  pleaftd  that  the  information  we  gave, 
"with  refpecl  of  the  defignsof  the  French  againft 
Ofwpeo  has  been  acceptable  to  you,  and  our 
bret.iren  the  Englirn  •,  and  we  promife,  for  the 
future,  to  keep  up  a  ftricl  vigilance.  The  ax  has 
been  frequently  put  into  the  hands  of  our  tore- 
fathers,  by  our  brethren  the  Englifh,  and  they 
always  uied  it  with  the  utmpft  vigour,  till  it  was 
takc-n  out  of  their  hands.  We  affure  you,  that 
we  intend,  punctually,  to  conform  to  the  bright 
and  brave  examples  they  fet  us;  and  we  hope, 
this  will  be  a  fufficient  proof  of  our  fmcerity  and 
fidelity  to  the  great  King  our  Father. 

A  belt, 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
Your  propofa'  of  taking  a  few  embers  from 
the  fire  at  Onpndago,  to  kindle  a  fire  at  Ofwego, 
and  meeting  us  there  this  fpring,  is  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  us,  as  we  have  good  reafon  to  think 
that  the  light  and  warmth  of  that  fire,  will  invite 
inany  nations  to  meet  us  there  ;  and,  we  make 
no  douJDt  that  the  things  you  will  propofe  to  their 
confideration,  will  carry  fuch  light  and  convic- 
tion with  them,  as  will  be  fufficient  to  engage 
them  to  join  in  our  confederacy  -,  and  we  pro- 
piife,  to  ufe  the  utmofl  endeavours  to  accompli fl^ 
^hat  great  event  ^  and  we  doubt  nor,  but  that  our 
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children 5  children  will  have  reafon  to  remember 
that  hnppy  day. 

Brother,  we  very  chearfully  concur  with  this 
your  propofal,  as  we  are  convinced  you  will  pro- 
pole  nothing  but  what  is  for  our  mutual  intereft. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey. 

We  have  now  opened  our  minds  with  free- 
dom and  fincerity,  and  we  underftand  each  other 
clearly  •,  let  us  mutually  remember  our  engage- 
ments,which  we  have  again  lb  folemnly  renewed  ; 
and  if  at  any  time,  our  enemy  fliouid  attack  us, 
prove,  by  your  readinefs  to  fupport  and  affift  us, 
that  you  really  love  us ;  and  we  aflure  you,  we 
fhall  not  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  to  give  proofs 
of  the  like  fidelity  and  friendfhip. 

A  belt. 

At  a  meethg  of  the  Jlx  nations,  February 
the  2^3,   ^75^' 

Pr  ES  E  NT 

The  hon.Wlll.Johnfon,     Capt.  Butler,  and  other 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie,  Indian  officers. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hawky,     Three  interpreters. 

Brtthren, 

As  it  was  very  cold  and  late  when  I  delivered 
you  my  fpeech  on  Friday  night,  I  told  you,  I 
would  then  poftpone  fome  things  I  had  further 
to  fay  ;  I  now  take  this  opportunity  of  coai- 
municating  them  to  you. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  mud  recommend  to  you, 
}n  the  ftrongeft  manner,  as  his  majefty's  troops 
will  be  pafling  and  repairing  to  Ofwego  next 
fpring,  that  you  endeavour  all  in  your  power,  to 

keep 
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keep  open  the  road  thither,  and  not  fuller  any 
obftrudions  or  ftoppages  to  be  thrown  in  the 
way  by  the  enemy,  as  there  is  the  greateit  ne- 
ceflity,  for  our  keeping  that  road  clear  and  open^ 
it  being  for  our  mutual  interelt  and  fafety. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 
Now  is  your  time,  to  have  forts  or  trading- 
houfes  built  in  your  countries,  while  your  Father 
the  great  King. of  England  has  your  intereft  fa 
much  at  heart  :  if  at  any  time  you  incline  to 
have  fuch  built  in  any  of  your  callles,  only  lee 
me  know  it,  and  it  fhall  be  done. 

A  belt. 
Brethren, 
Governor  Hardy  *  defired  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  he  had  a  prcfent  from  your  Father  the  King 
for  you,  which  he  intends  to  deliver  to  you  here, 
as  foon  as  pofTible  he  can,  and  expeds  your  at- 
tendance. 

Three  firings. 
Brethren, 
The  one  great  end  propofed  in  calling  you  here, 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  was,  to  have  that  affair 
of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe  fettled  •,  but  I  am 
forry  to  find  you  are  not  fo  hearty  in  the  affair,  as 
I  expeded  you  would,  or  as,^  at  this  important 
time,  you  ought  to  be  •,  I  muff  therefore  urge 
you,  moft  ftrenuouQy,  to  fall  upon  and  fettle  this 
affair,  before  you  leave  this  place,  as  there  is  no 
time  to  be  loft  i  befides,  your  brethren  of  the 
feveral  governments,  w:ith  impatience,  v/ait  the 
refult  of  this  meeting,  on  which,  let  me  tell  you, 
much  depends. 

A  large  belt. 
Brethren, 
*  Of  New  York. 
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Brethren, 

It  is  my  kind  concern  for  your  welfare,  thai 
leads  me  to  propofe  the  following  advice  to  you. 
I  have  your  happinefs  very  much  at  heart,  and 
moft  zealoudy  wi(h  your  profperity  •,  therefore  i 
conjure  you,  to  obferve  and  follow  the  friendly 
hints,  I  am  now  going  to  give  you. 

I  ft.  Endeavour  to  bring  as  many  nations  of 
Indians  into  your  alliance  as  pofiibiy  you  can  -, 
and  try  all  means,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  ftt- 
tle  the  minds  of  all  fuch  as  are  wavering,  and 
thole  who  are  now  ready  to  rebel  againft  you. 
If  you  can  accomplilh  this,  let  your  ftudy  be, 
ever  after,  to  keep  up  that  corrcfpondence,  faith 
and  friendfnip  with  them,  which  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffriry  between  friends  and  allies,  and  without 
which,  neither  friendfliip  or  alliance  can  long 
fubfift. 

2dly.  I  would  have  you  to  adhere,  inviolably, 
to  all  the  engagements  you  have,  or  fhall  enter 
into,  with  your  brethren  the  Englilh  ;  who  have 
always  been  your  Heady  friends,  and  are  deter- 
mined ever  to  continue  fuch  ;  bcTides,  they  are 
the  able(i,  and  will  be  the  readieft  to  proted  ahd 
defend,  you  againft  any  attempts  of  an  enemy  ; 
and  moreover,  can,  and  will  fupply  you,  and  all 
your  allies,  with  the  neceflaries  ol  life  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  than  the  French  can. 

gdly.  Be  not  any  longer  wheedled,  blind- 
folded, and  impofed  on,  by  the  artful  fpeeches  of 
the  French  ;  for  their  tongues  are  full  of  deceit  ; 
do  not  imagine  the  fine  cloaths,  &c.  they  give 
you,  are  given  out  of  love  or  regard  to  you  •,  no ! 
they  are  only  as  baits  to  catch  fifh  -,  they  mean  to 
enflave  you  thereby,  and  entail  that  curfe  upon 
your  children,  after  you,  who  will  have  reafon  to 
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repent  the  day  you  begot  them  ;  be  affured,  they 
are  your  inveterate,  implacable  enemies,  and 
only  will),  for  a  difference  to  anfe  between  you 
and  us,  that  then  they  may  put  you  out  of  their 
way,  by  cutting  you  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

4thly.  Fall  upon  a  method  of  coUcfting  each 
nation  into  a  compadt  body  :  where  you  have 
good  land,  and  a  good  fituation,  there  fortify 
your  caftle  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  you  may  be  able 
to  defend  yourfelves,  againft  any  number  with 
fmall  arms :  above  all  things,  be  unanimous  in 
your  councils,  and  alfo  in  the  field. 

5thly.  If  at  any  time  your  brethren  the  Eng- 
lifh,  or  any  of  your  Indian  allies,  are  injured 
or  threatened  from  any  quarter,  the  whole  body 
of  the  confederacy  fhould  rife,  and  endeavour 
to  bring  about  an  honourable  accommodation  ; 
but  if  your  enemy  fhould  not  hearken  to  reafon, 
but  flill  perfift  in  ading  unjultly,  then  the  whole 
body  fhould,  as  one  man,  join  their  arms  againft 
the  enemy  ;  by  which  means,  you  will  always  be 
able  to  bring  them  to  what  terms  may  be  thought 
proper :  you  will,  in  that  ftate,  be  a  terror  to  the 
French,  who  now,  well  knowing  your  unfettled, 
divided  difpofition,  at  every  turn  of  the  wind, 
ufe  threats  and  menaces  againft  you.  Be  not 
afraid  of  them;  cleave  to  your  brethren  the  Eng- 
lilh,  and  they  cannot  hurt  you. 

6thly.  If  you  duly  obferve  thefe  wholefome 
admonitions,  you  will  again  become  numerous, 
and  retrieve  your  priftine  fame.  Then,  the  very 
name  of  the  fix  nations,  and  their  allies,  will  be 
a  terror  to  their  enemies!  and  their  arms  will  carry 
conqueft  with  them,  as  heretofore. 

ythly.  But,  brethren  and  friends,  if  you  con- 
tinue any  longer  in  your  paft,  lethargic  and  fupine 

ftate. 
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(late,  and  negleft  this  my  friendly  advice,  and 
earned  defire,  I  greatly  fear  you  will,  fooner  or 
later,  have  caufe  to  repent  it,  and  wilh  too  late 
you  had  followed  it.  Let  all  your  youngeft  peo- 
ple hear  what  I  fay,  and  your  men  and  women 
ferioufly  confider  it  y  and  let  your  and  their  me- 
mory witnefs  for  me,  that  I  have  given  you  all 
this  timely  and  wholcfome  advice. 

Take  this  pipe  to  your  great  council- chamber 
at  OnondagOj  let  it  hang  there  in  view  ;  and 
fhould  you  be  wavering  in  your  minds  at  any 
time,  take  and  fmoke  out  of  it,  and  think  of  my 
advice  given  with  it,  and  you  will  recover  and 
think  properly. 

Gave  the  largeft  pipe  in  America,  made  on 
purpofe. 

As  it  is  now  late,  I  fhall  deliver  you  the  prefent 
I  have  got,  made  on  purpofe  for  you,  to  morrow 
morning;  by  which  time,  I  hope  to  have  your  defi- 
nitive anfwer,  to  the  points  I  now  fpoke  to  you  upon. 
Ended  here. 

J'he  anfwer  of  the  Jioc  nations^  February  24/^  ^15^- 

Red  Head,  fpeaker. 

Present, 

The  hon. William  John-     Capt.  Butler,  and  other 

fon,  Indian  officers. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie,     Three  interpreters. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Havvley, 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
You  have  very  feafonably  put  us  in  mind  of 
that  fuperiority  which  we,  by  a  feries  of  con- 
quefts,  have  obtained  over  the  Delawares,  Sha- 
wanefe  and  others  5  we  are  fenfible  of  it,  and, 
therefore,  no  fooner  did  you  fend  us  the  Ihock- 
G  ing 
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mg  tidings  of  their  treacherous  and  barbarous  be- 
haviour, but  we  looked  upon  ourfelves  nearly 
concerned  to  interpofe  j  we  immediately  difpatch- 
ed  a  meffage  to  them,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe 
of  this  their  unparelleled  conduct  jwe  backed  this 
with  a  fecond  meffage,  with  equal  warmth  -,  both 
proving  abortive,  we  obtained  an  interview  by 
the  means  of  our  brethren  of  Oneida.  At  this 
meeting,  we  reminded  them  of  their  fubordina- 
tion,  we  fhook  them  by  the  head  and  demanded 
the  reafons  of  their  condu6t ;  we  put  them  in 
mind  how  contrary  this  behaviour  was  to  the  co- 
venant fubfifting  betv/cen  the  confederacy  and  the 
Engli(h  -,  we  told  them,  that  our  lateft  pofterity 
would  have  reafon  to  curfe  their  action,  and  that 
it  would  give  our  brethren  reafon  to  fufpeft  us 
all  of  treachery,  while  we  fo  bafely  abufe  the  con- 
fidence they  repofe  in  us  •,  we  again  and  again 
defired  they  would  immediately  change  their  be- 
haviour, at  leaft,  that  they  would  fufpend  hofti- 
Jities,  'till  they  heard  from  us  at  our  return  from 
this  meeting  l  they  feemed  fenfible  of  their  fault, 
and  promifed  they  would  ceafe  committing  any 
further  hoftilities. 

A  firing  of  wampum. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  look  upon  you  as  one  of  our  own  body^ 
and,  therefore,  as  you  have  out  of  fincere  regard 
to  our  common  welfare,  prefTed  upon  us  to  put 
an  effedual  flop  to  the  ravages  and  devaftations 
made  by  our  nephews  the  Delawares  and  Sha- 
wanefe  •,  we  folemnly  promife  in  the  name  of  the 
fachems  and  warriors  of  the  five  nations,  that  we 
will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavour,  to  put  a  fpeedy 
and  effectual  ftop  to  thofe  unhappy  proceedings  -, 
and  it  is  the  firm  refolution  of  the  whole  confe- 
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deracy,  to  conform  themfelves  entirely  to  your 
reafonable  requeft  in  this  important  point ;  but, 
as  the  Mohawks  are  the  head  of  our  confederacy, 
we  leave  the  management  of  that  affair  entirely 
to  them.  We  fincerely  wifh,  that  the  great  Spirit ! 
who  governs  all  things,  may  fucceed  them  in  this 
important  undertaking,  as  it  will  greatly  contri- 
bute to  our  mutual  happinefs  and  ftrength. 

This  confirmed  with  a  large  belt. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
The  Miflifagas  acknowledge  a  meflage  fent 
them  by  General  Shirley  lad  year,  giving  them 
an  invitation  to  meet  him  at  Ofwego  :  they  an- 
fwer,  that  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  admit  of  a  meeting  then  ;  but  that, 
they  promife  to  come  early  in  the  fpring,  and  be 
attentive  to  what  their  brethren  the  Englifh  have 
to  fay. 

They  defired  that  this  firing  might  be  kept  at 
Onondago,  left  it  might  be  intercepted  by  the 
French  ;  for,  Ihould  they  be  acquainted  with  their 
defign  of  meeting  the  Englifh,  they  feared  they 
would  fall  upon  and  deftroy  them. 

A  ftring  of  wampum. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

Be  attentive  to  what  I   now  propofe,  they  are 

the  real  fentiments  of  the  five  nations,  not  meerly 

the  founds  of  their  breath,  but  the  genuine  reib- 

'lutions  of  their  hearts.     Look  upon  this  belt*  as 

a  pledge  of  our  inviolable  attachment  to  you,  and 

of  our  unlhaken  refolution,  of  joining  you  in  all 

G  2  your 

*  This  belt  was  the  largeft  ever  given !  upon  it  vi^as  wrought 
the  fun,  by  way  of  the  emblem  of  lighc,  and  fome  figures  re- 
prefenting  the  fixfnations ;  it  was  intended  to  fignify,  that  they 
now  faw  objefts  in  their  proper  light,  and  that  they  were  fully 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  every  thing  propofed. 
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your  meafnres :  our  determinations  are  founded 
upon  clear  convidlion,  as  clear  as  that  fun  that 
now  fhines  in  the  firmament.  We  fhali  fend  this 
belt  to  the  Senecas,  that  from  thence  it  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  remotell  nations,  as  an  emblem 
of  the  happinefs  we  enjoy  by  our  union  ;  at  the 
fame  time  kindly  inviting  them  to  come  in  and 
join  our  covenant  chain. 

Brother,  you  may  depend  upon  this  as  our  re- 
folutions,  which  we  will  put  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution. 

What  you  have  faid,  in  regard  to  the  trade, 
we  look  upon  as  a  convincing  proof  of  your  love 
and  affedion  to  us,  and  it  gives  us  pleafure  that 
it  now  becomes  a  matter  of  ferious  confideration 
with  you  ;  we  are  fenfible  of  your  ability  to  fup- 
ply  us  with  all  the  necelTaries  of  life  cheaper  and 
better  than  the  French  can  poffibly  do :  indeed, 
brother,  there  is  nothing  you  fhould  more  feri- 
ouQy  attend  to,  as  it  would  greatly  tend  to  ce- 
ment that  friendfhip  that  fubfifts  between  us,  and 
would  be  the  moft  likely  means  of  bringing  in 
the  moft  remote  nations  to  an  acquaintance  and 
union  with  us. 

A  prodigious  large  belt ! 

The  general  had  frequently  infifted  upon  know- 
ing their  refolutions,  with  refpedl  to  the  rava- 
ges committed  by  the  Delawares,  &c.  This  pa- 
ragraph is  intended  as  an  apology,  for  their  not 
making  their  anfwer  fooner. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

You  have  moft  earneflly  and  frequently  prefTed 

us  to  accommodate  that  unhappy  breach,  between 

the  Delawares  and   our  brethren,  the  Englifh ; 

our  delay  did  not  proceed  from  any  backward- 

nefs 
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nefs  on  our  part,  but  from  the  great  fenfe  we  had 
of  its  importance  :  we  hope  you  have  received  fa- 
tisfaclion  upon  that  head,  by  the  great  belt  we 
juft  now  delivered  with  lb  much  folcmnity  and 
fincerity. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
You  have  acquainted  us,  that  the  great  King, 
our  Father,  is  firmly  refolved  to  defend  our  coun- 
try, and  recover  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  the  French 
have  encroached  upon;  alfo,  to  proted  us  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  by  ereding  forts  for  our 
fafety  and  defence  ;  we  are  grateful  tor  this  in- 
ftance  of  his  goodnefs  •,  but  have  not  yet  con- 
cluded any  thing  with  regard  to  the  latter. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
You  have  informed  us,  that  the  governor  of 
New  York  has  a  prefent  for  us,  trom  the  great 
king,  our  Father,  we  are  thankful  for  it  i  but 
are  afraid,  that  as  it  comes  fo  foon  upon  the  back 
of  this  meeting,  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  our 
aged  people  to  attend  •,  but  our  warriors  fliall 
come  upon  that  occafion. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
As  you  have  given  us  a  large  pipe,  to  be  a  con- 
ftant  memorial  of  the  miportant  advice  you  have 
given  us,  when  you  are  dead  and  gone,  and  to 
fmoke  out  of  it,  at  our  public  meeting-place, 
when  we  jointly  and  maturely  refieft  upon  our 
engagements ;  we  afTure  you,  we  fliall  hang  it  up 
in  our  council-chamber,  and  make  proper  ufe  of 
it  upon  all  occafions ;  we  likewife  beg,  that  you 
on  your  part,  will  likewife  fcrioully  confider  your 
engagements,  and  faithfully  perform  them. 
The  general  concluded  with  the  following  words: 

Brethren, 


[48] 

Brethren, 
I  do  not  think  you  have  been  fo  explicit,  with 
regard  to  what  I  propofed  to  you,  concerning 
your  keeping  open  a  clear  road  to  Ofwego,  as  I 
could  wiili. 

They  made  the  following  apology : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

With  refped  to  the  article  relative  to  the  keep- 
ing open  the  road  to  Ofwego,  we  imagined  our 
anfwer  was  contained  in  our  general  reply,  where- 
in we  affured  you,  we  would  fupport  and  aflift 
each  other,  upon  all  occafions ;  but  as  you  did  not 
look  upon  that  fufficienc,  we  now  affure  you,  that 
we  fliall  punftually  conform  to  your  defire,  herein. 
The  General  added : 

The  prefent  waits  your  acceptance.  As  there 
has  been  frequent  complaints,  with  refpeft  to  the 
divifion  of  the  prefents  given  at  thefe  public  meet- 
ings, it  is  my  earneft  defire,  that  they  may  be  fo 
divided,  as  to  prevent  all  jealoufy  and  complaints. 

He  then  delivered  them  a  very  handfome  publick 
prefent ;  which,  together  with  the  private  gifts,  to 
the  feveral  chiefs  and  fachems,  amounted  to, 

York  currency  *;£.  1085  9  8  4« 

At  a  meeting  of  the  fix  nationSy  February 

26th,   IJS^' 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
It  was  yefterday  agreed  upon  by  us,  that  our 
cldeft  brother,  the  Mohawk,  fhould  take  upon 
him,  to  fettle  that  unhappy  affair,  between  the 
Delawares  and  our  brethren  the  Englilh  ;  but,  on 
more  mature  deliberation,  having  the  thing  fo 
much  at  heart,  we,  have  now,  unanimoufly  agreed, 

that 
*  Upwards  of  ;^.  620  fterling. 
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that  feveral  delegates,  from  the  fix  nations,  (hould 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  accommodate  that 
difference  •,  and,  depend  upon  it,  we  Ihail  lofe  no 
time,  for  we  (hall  immediately  difpatch  a  mef- 
fage  to  them  by  the  Skaniadaradighronos  and 
Oneidas,  and  defire  them,  to  meet  us  at  Otfine- 
ange,  where  the  council  is  to  be  held. 

A  belt. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  have,  agreeable  to  your  repeated  defire, 
kept  a  good  look  out,  and  daily  watch  the  motions 
of  the  French  ;  we  muft  acquaint  you,  that  they 
have  lately  fent  a  meffage  to  our  brethren,  the 
Cayougas,  to  let  them  know  their  refolution,  of 
attacking  Ofwego,  and  defiring  their  opinion  up- 
on it :  hereupon,  three  of  their  fachems,  and  le- 
ven  of  their  young  men,  are  gone  to  Niagara, 
with  a  defign  to  forbid  the  French  attacking  Of- 
wego, or  any  Indians,  they  may  fee,  joining  them  ; 
we  daily  exped  their  return,  when  you  Ihall  im- 
mediately hear  what  they  have  done. 

A  belt. 
Brethren  of  the  fix  nations, 

I  greatly  approve  of  the  alteration  you  have 
made,  in  the  method  of  accommodating  that  un- 
happy breach  between  the  Delawares  and  your 
brethren  the  Englilh,  as  it  muft  certainly  have 
greater  weight  now,  as  it  is  the  ad:  of  the  whole 
body,  and  the  more  Hkely  to  fucceed  ;  I  look 
upon  this,  as  a  very  confiderable  proof  of  the  una- 
nimity and  zeal,  that  you  have  exprefTed  at  this 
prefent  meeting. 

A  belt. 
Brethren,  ' 

I  muft  repeat  to  you,  that  I  am  extremely 

pleafcd  at,  and  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind 

4  intelligence^ 
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intelligence,  you  have  given  me,  of  the  defigns 
of  the  French  attacking  Ofwego,  and  defire  you 
will  continue  that  vigilance,  and  let  me  have 
every  information  you  can,  relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings and  motions  of  the  French ;  as  nothing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  defeating  all  their  de- 
figns, than  our  having  conftant  and  good  intelli- 
gence. I  wifh  your  brethren  of  Cayouga,  may 
fucceed  in  their  intentions,  of  indeavouring  to 
prevent  any  Indians,  they  may  fee,  joining  the 
French  •,  but  as  they  can  do  nothing  without 
their  affiftance,  I  doubt  of  their  fuccefs  ;  how- 
ever, it  is  good  to  try  what  can  be  done  in  that 
cafe  ;  but  be  that  as  it  will,  we  do  not  fear  what 
the  French  can  do,  neither  fhould  you,  after  the 
ftrong  and  many  aflurances,  we  have  given  you, 
of  his  Majefty's  prote6lion  and  friendfhip. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  are  now  ready  to  return  home,  as  all  af- 
fairs, for  which  we  came  here,  are  fettled  to  our 
fatisfadion,  and  we  hope  to  yours  -,  w^e  fhall  fi- 
nifli,  with  affuring  you,  we  will  ftridtly  ad:  up  to 
every  thing  agreed  upon  at  this  meeting,  and 
hope  you  will  do  the  fame. 

So  ended  the  congrefs. 

jif  a  private  meeting  of  the  Oneidas  nation^ 

February  2^th,   ij S^- 
Canaghquayefon  their  fpeaker,  fpoke  as  follows : 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  fome  time  ago,  applied  to  General  Shirley, 
to  have  a  fort  built,  for  the  fecurity  of  our  ca- 
ftle ;  we  now  acquaint  you  with  our  unanimous 

refolution 


refolutlon  of  having  one,  and  (hould  be  glad  it 
could  be  accomplifhed  as  loon  as  pofiible,  and 
that  you  will  be  particularly  careful,  in  the  choice 
of  thofe  you  employ  in  that  work  ;  and  to  charge 
them  ftri(fily,  by  no  means,  to  bring  any  fpirit- 
ous  liquor  among  our  people,  as  they  are  very 
ungovernable  and  turbulent  when  intoxicated  by 
liquor. 

A  firing  of  wampum^ 
Brethren, 
As  I  have  general  orders  to  build  forts,  for 
the  fafety  and  prote<5lion  of  any  of  our  brethren 
of  the  fix  nations  -,  I  do,  with  the  grcateft  chear- 
fulnefs  comply  with  your  requeft,  and  fhall  im- 
mediately employ  proper  perfons  to  that  pur- 
pofe:  I  am  convinced  it  muft  be  the  fault  of 
thofe  people,  whom  General  Shirley  employed, 
that  it  was  not  done  fooner,  for  he  had  given  or- 
ders for  that  purpofe  fo  long  ago  as  laft  O(5tober» 

Then  the  Tufcarora  chief  fpoke. 

Brother  Warraghiyageyj 
We  have  fome  time  fince  kt  up  ftockadocs 
for  the  defence  of  our  caftle,  as  we  were,  and  are 
ftill,  apprehenfive  of  the  French  afting  againft  us 
in  a  hoftile  manner ;  we  as  yet  want  fome  block- 
houfes,  to  make  it  the  more  defenfible,  and  fome 
foldiers  to  garrifon  it,  which  we  hope  will  be  rea- 
dily granted  us ;  we  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  fwivels  and  ammunition,  you  fo  feafonably  fent 
us  J  for  which,  we  return  you  our  hearty  thanks. 

Brethren, 

I  (hall  reprefent  your  cafe  to  General  Shirley, 

who,  I  doubt  not,  will  readily  grant  you  a  fuffi- 

dent  number  of  men  to  garrifon  your  fort;  and 

H  as 
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as  to  the  blockhoufes  you  defire,  when  T  go  to 
Ofwego,  I  fhall  point  out  a  proper  fituation  for 
them,  and  then  order  them  to  be  built. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Kanujkago-tndians,  Fe- 
bruary 2^fb,  1756. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  the  warriors  of  the  Kanufkago,  upon  our 
arrival,  informed  you,  we  were  come  down  merely 
to  fee  you,  and  hear  your  words  at  this  publick 
meeting  i  as  we  are  young  and  unexperienced,  and 
have  never  been  at  any  meeting  with  the  gover- 
nor, we  hope  you  will  make  a  kind  allowance, 
for  our  want  of  ability  in  fpeaking  •,  and  we  beg 
leave  to  aflure  you,  that  the  reafon  of  our  never 
attending  the  meetings  before,  was  not  the  want 
of  aifedlion  to  the  Englifli,  but  was  entirely  ow- 
ing to  our  remote  fituation,  which  prevented  a 
timely  and  proper  notice. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
As  goods  are  vaflly  dear  and  ordinary  in  our 
parts,"  upon  our  determination  to  come  to  this 
meeting,  we  thought  proper  to  bring  fome  fkins 
and  furs  with  us,  in  order  to  purchafe  fome  ne- 
ceflaries  for  ourfelves  and  families ;  and  we  beg 
you  will,  as  a  brother,  direct  us  where  we  may 
be  fupplied  with  the  beft,  and  upon  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  terms. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  beg  leave  to  aflure  you,  nothing  can  give 
us  more  fatisfa6lion  than  the  fpeech  we  heard  you 
deliver  to  the  fix  nations,  on  our  arrival ;  as  it  con- 
tained nothing  but  what  is  quite  right,  and  has  a 
diredt  tendency  to  our  welfare,  we  think  our  time 

well 
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well  fpent  in  coming  down  -,  for,  if  we  had  not, 
probably  we  fhould  not  have  heard  all  you  have 
laid,  for  we  are  convinced,  from  what  we  now 
heard  you  fay,  that  our  fachems  heretofore,  have 
fmothered  the  greateft  part  of  your  former  ad- 
vices;  and  we  afiure  you,  we  ftiall  now  fpread 
your  advice  among  all  our  people,  who  are  con- 
iiderably  numerous. 

Threw  down  a  pack  of  fkins. 
Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

As  we  are  warriors,  we  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  ceremonials  of  publick  meetings,  and,  there- 
fore, exprefs  what  we  have  to  fay,  in  a  narrow 
compafs ;  we  have  no  more  to  offer  at  prefent, 
and  hope,  you  will  excufe  the  trouble  we  have 
given  you  on  this  occafion. 

And  fo  ended. 
Brethren, 

I  have  given  attention  to  your  words,  and  Ihall 
ferioufly  confider  your  defire  ;  but  cannot  give 
you  an  anfwer  until  to-morrow  ;  I  chufe  to  deli- 
berate maturely  upon  every  thing  that  I  fay,  be- 
caufe  my  word  once  given,  is  as  binding  as  cement 
to  a  ftone. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
"We  return  you  thanks,  for  your  kind  promifes, 
of  confidering  our  defire,  and  as  we  fee  you  are 
crowded,  and  full  of  bufinefs,  of  more  impor- 
tance, we  fhall  with  patience  wait  your  leifure, 

February  26th,  1756. 

Brethren, 
I  told  you  laft  night,  that  I   paid  due  atten- 
tion to   what  you    had  faid,  and   would   confi- 
der your  requeft,  and  give  you  anfwer  this  day. 
ti  2  In 
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In  the  firft  place,  I  allure  you,  it  gives  me  no 
fmall  pleafure  to  hear,  that  my  fpeech  was  fo  a- 
greeable  to  you,  and  that  you  would  acquaint  all 
your  nation  with  the  contents  of  it.  I  beg  you 
■will  not  fail  in  this  particular,  as  it  points  out,  what 
will  make  you  a  happy  people,  if  duly  attended 
to-,  which,  from  your  unanimity  and  zeal  at  this 
conference,  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt.  I  am  forry 
you  have  not  been  duly  invited  to  former  meet- 
ings, agreeable  to  my  orders,  and  promife  that 
for  the  future  you  Ihall  have  proper  notice  ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  be  always  ready  to  affift  us,  both 
in  the  council  and  the  field,  with  all  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  that  caftle,  who  (hall  be  treated  as 
friends  and  brethren. 

Brethren, 
In  the  next  place,  as  I  have  no  goods  to  fell 
myfelf,  I  will  take  all  poffible  care  that  you  are 
not  impofed  upon  in  your  trade,  at  Schenecftady. 
I  Ihall  give  diredions  to  Mr.  Stevens,  the  inter- 
preter, to  aflift  you,  and  fee  that  juftice  be  done 
you,  in  every  refped,  for  I  have  a  great  regard 
for  your  caftle,  and  as  a  proof  of  it  I  prefent  you 
with  thefe  goods. 

Giving  them  at  the  fame  time  a  handfome 
prefent,  and  three  filver  gorgets  to  three  of 
their  principal  warriors,  viz.  Tarrawariax, 
Tahononfaronwe,  and  Kindarundy,  who  was 
the  chief. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  return  you  our  hearty  thanks,  for  all  your 
kind  expreflions  of  affeftion,  and  love  fhewn  to 
us  at  this  time  •,  and  we  in  return  aflure  you,  that 
you  may  depend  on  our  fincerity  and  readinefs  to 
fcrve  you,    whenever  you  call  upon  us  j    and 

you 


t  55] 

you  know  very  well,  that  whatever  warriors  pro- 
mife,  is  facred. 

Brethren, 
I  return  you  thanks  for  your  fincere  profeflions 
gf  friend  ihip. 

And  fo  parted. 

February  27.   1756. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Onondagas. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  the  Onondagas,  very  readily  embrace 
this  opportunity  offered  us,  of  having  a  fort  built 
for  the  protedtion  of  our  caftle  •,  and  upon  our 
return  home,  (hall  chufe  a  proper  fituation  for 
it  •,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  will  permit, 
we  beg  you  will  not  delay  to  fend  proper  work- 
men to  build  it.  As  we  have  for  fome  time  pafi: 
had  an  acquaintance  with  lieut.  Mills,  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  have  him  as  our  officer.  And  as  Wil- 
liam Printup  underftands  the  Indian  language 
well,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  us  to  have  him 
refide  with  us,  as  a  fmith,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
ferve  as  an  interpreter  between  the  officer  and  uSc 

Brethren, 
I  (hall  acquaint  general  Shirley  with  your  de- 
fire,  and  make  no  doubt  he  will  comply  with  ir. 
The  fort  Ihall  be  built  with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion  ;  and  whatever  officer  is  pofted  in  it,  will 
no  doubt  have  particular  orders,  to  be  careful  of 
your  fafety,  and  to  treat  you  with  all  the  marks 
of  affedion  and  fnendfhip. 
Ended. 

February 


February  27.  1756. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Senecas. 

Takeaghfado,  fpeaker. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
Our  brother,  the  governor  of  New  York,  was 
fo  good  the  laft  year,  as  to  promife  us  a  fmith 
to  mend  our  arms  and  tools,  and  that  he  lliould 
refide  among  us  until  the  corn  was  a  foot  high ; 
but  he  labouring  under  the  misfortune  of  a  fore 
leg,  was  obliged  to  leave  us  fome  time  fooner. 
"We  acknowledge,  you  fent  us  a  fmith  laft  fum- 
mer,  with  whom  we  are  well  pleafed,  and  beg 
you  will  continue  him  with  us  till  the  corn  is  a 
foot  high ;  then  he  may  come  down  for  the  ne- 
ceflaries  he  may  have  occafion  for,  and  then  we 
hope,  he  will  foon  return  to  us. 

Brethren, 
I  was  prefent  when  the  governor  of  New  York 
laft  year,  promifed  to  fend  you  a  fmith,  which 
he  accordingly  did,  and  one  agreeable  to  you  ; 
if  he  did  not  ftay  there  the  time  appointed,  the 
governor  was  not  culpable,  as  he  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  know  any  thing  of  his  coming  away. 
I  am  very  glad,  you  are  pleafed  with  the  fmith  I 
fent  you  laft  year ;  and,  as  you  are  defirous  he 
Ihould  remain  there,  until  your  corn  is  fuch  a 
length,  I  very  readily  agree  to  it,  and  ihall  order 
Jiim,  accordingly,  to  ftay  that  time. 
"""  Ended. 

February 
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February  27.   1756. 

At  a  private  meeting  of  the  fachems  and 
warriors  of  the  Canajoharee-cajile. 

Abraham,  the  great  Hendrick's  brother,  fpeaker. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  Canajoharee, 
take  this  opportunity,  to  fay  fomething  t©  you, 
relative  to  our  own  affairs ;  as  your  great  trouble 
is  now  mollly  over. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
When  firft  we  were  alarmed  with  thefe  public 
commotions,  you  was  fo  kind,  at  our  requeft, 
to  promife  us  a  fort  for  the  protection  of  our 
caftle.  We  acknowledge  you  have  pundtually 
performed  your  promife,  fo  that,  at  the  time  when 
the  confederacy  was  coming  down  laft  fummer, 
it  was  completely  finifhed.  Mr.  Fry,  on  hear- 
ing of  our  application  for  men  to  garrifon  it, 
applied  to  you  on  behalf  his  fon,  that  he  might 
be  the  commander  thereof;  you  anfwered,  that 
you  would  confult  the  Indians,  whether  he  was 
agreeable  or  no,  which  you  did.  In  anfwer  to 
which,  we  declared,  he  was  agreeable  to  us,  and, 
that  it  would  be  more  acceptable  to  have  thofe, 
with  wh<im  we  were  acquainted,  than  llrangers. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  were  miftaken  in  our  choice ;  for  altho' 
he  made  us  the  faireft  promifes,  that  he  would, 
during  our  abfence,  take  care  of  our  lands  and 
the  crop  then  in  the  field,  he  was  altogether  de- 
ficient in  the  performance,  by  which  neglect,  we 
entirely  loft  our  crops !  In  this  melancholy  fitu= 
7  ation, 
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atlon,  we  make  our  application  to  you,  affuring 
youj  that  without  your  afiiftance,  in  this  article, 
we  muft  greatly  fuffer. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  the  warriors  of  this  caftle,  look  on  our- 
felves  as  under  obligation,  always  to  be  ready  at 
a  call,  upon  any  emergency  •,  and  therefore,  as  we 
cannot  at  prefent  fall  upon  any  means  of  retriev- 
ing our  lofs,  we  look  to  you  for  fupport :  our 
fences  have  aifo  fuflfered  much,  in  our  abfence  ; 
we  beg  your  affiftance  in  repairing  them. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
As  foon  as  you  informed  us,  that  you  were 
ready  for  war,  we  gave  you  a  fufHcient  proof  of 
our  regard  for  you,  in  our  readinefs  to  attend 
you  ;  we  have  alfo,  at  your  requeft,  ftopp'd  all 
our  warriors,  for  fome  years  pail,  from  making 
any  excurfions  againft  the  Flatheads  *,  and  turned 
our  weapons  againft  our  common  enemy,  agree- 
able to  your  defire  :  in  fhort,  we  hope  we  have, 
upon  all  occafions,  given  you  reafon  to  think, 
that  we  have  a  fincere  regard  for  you. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
Our  fpirits  are  now  pretty  much  funk,  at  the 
lofs  of  fo   many  of  our  principal   fachsms  and 
warriors,  who  fell  at  Lake  George  •,  we  look  to 
you,  to  raife  them  up  agreeable  to  our  cuftoms. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
At  the  requeft  of  the  upper  nations,  without 
our  confcnt,  the  felling  of  ftrong  liquor  is  entirely 

forbid  i 

*  Who  live  feveral  hundred  miles  from  the  fix  nations, 
and  with  whom  tiiey  have  been  at  war  t'me  immemoviaL 


forbid  ;    we  have   no  defign  to  contradlcl  any 
thing  they  do,  but  only   rcqued,   that  we   may 
have  leave  to  procure  a  little  for  our  comfort. 
Three  ftrings  of  wampum. 
Brethren, 

It  gives  me  great  concern,  with  you,  that  the 
perlbn  who  had  the  care  of  your  fort  and  caftle, 
had,  in  your  abfence,  negle6led  the  charge  1  gave 
him  of  both  •,  but  as  he  was  your  own  choice, 
there  is  the  lefs  to  be  faid  ;  however,  I  fliall  re- 
primand him  for  it,  feverely.  As  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced of  your  loyalty,  "to  his  Majcfty,  and  readi- 
nefs  at  all  times  to  follow  my  direflion,  you 
fhall  not  want  any  afTiftance  in  my  power,  to  fup- 
ply  your  wants,  and  to  contribute  to  your  hap-* 
jDinefs  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  I  Ihall  now  order  you 
three  hundred  flcipples  of  corn,  for  your  fupport ; 
and  fliould  that  fall  fhort,  let  me  know  it,  and 
you  ihall  have  a  further  fupply,  until  you  are 
able  to  raife  your  own  grain.  I  fhall  alio  give 
orders,  that  your  fences  be  immediately  repaired  ; 
and  as  for  your  warriors,  I  fliall  fend  you  a  pre- 
fent  by  the  firft  opportunity,  worthy  the  fingular 
fervices  you  have  done  your  country,  with  me  laft 
campaign. 

Three  ftrings  of  wampum. 
Brethren, 

As  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  the  wel- 
fare and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  your  caftle, 
who  have  always  been  our  fteady  friends,  I  am 
fenfibly  affcded,  and  fincerely  fympathize  with 
you,  upon  the  great  lofs  you  have  fuftained,  by 
the  death  of  two  of  your  principal  fachems,  and 
likewife  fome  of  your  young  men  at  Lake  George  -, 
we  fhould  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  thoughts, 
that  thofe  friends  of  ours,  who  dropped  that  day, 
I  died 
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died  bravely  in  tlieir  country's  caufe,  and  that 
their  memory  will  be  honoured  to  the  end  of 
time. 

As  it  is  necefiary  for  us  to  fupply  as  well,  and 
as  foon  as  we  can,  the  place  of  the  two  great 
fachems  loft  that  day,  I  hope  you  have  confi- 
dered  of  proper  perlbns  for  that  important  truft  -, 
if  you  have,  I  fhould  be  glad  you  would  pro- 
duce them,  that  I  may  give  them  the  proper 
marks  of  diftindlion,  and  enter  their  names  among 
the  reft  of  the  fachems. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  the  lachems  and  warriors  of  the  Cana- 
ioharee-caftle,  are  much  obliged  to  you,  for  your 
friendly  and  good  opinion  of  us  -,  we  afture  you, 
we  ftiall  daily  endeavour  to  merit  it  more  and 
more,  by  convincing  proofs  of  our  loyalty  on 
any  occafion. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,  the  fachems  and  warriors,  return  you 
our  moft  hearty  thanks,  for  your  kind  and  well- 
rimed  fupply  of  corn,  and  promife  of  a  further 
fupply,  if  necefiary  ;  the  repairing  of  our  fences, 
will  be  like  wife  ol  the  greateft  fervice  to  us,  as 
without  them,  we  can  raile  no  grain  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year.  This  care  of  us,  in  our  diftrefs,  adds 
greatly  to  the  many  obligations  we  already  lie 
under,  and  can  never  be  forgot. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We,    the   warriors   of  Canajoharee,    are  ex- 
tremely pleafed  with  the  favourable  opinion  you 
have  of  our  behaviour  in  the  late  adlion  at  Lake 
George,    which  alone  animates  us  much,    and 

greatly 


[6,  1 

greatly  elevates  our  minds,  notwithftanding  they 
were  ib  much  deprefs'd  :  we  are  extremely  oblig- 
ed to  you,  for  the  prefent  you  intended  us,  and 
(hall  receive  it  with  the  greateft  gratitude. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 
We  take  your  anxiety,  for  fupplying  the  place  of 
the  two  great  fachems  loft,  who  chiefly  managed 
our  affairs,  as  afingular  mark  of  your  regard  for 
our  welfare:  we  prefent  you  one  of  our  mofl:  ca- 
pable men  to  fucceed  our  deceafed  brother,  Tar- 
raghioris,  of  the  tribe  of  the  Turtle,  and  hope, 
our  choice  may  meet  your  approbation.  We  have 
not  as  yet  fixed  upon  one  to  fucceed  the  great 
Hendrick  ;  when  we  do,  we  (hall  immediately 
acquaint  you. 

Three  ftrings  of  wampum. 
Brethren, 
As  a  proof  of  my  regard  for  your  choice,  I  * 
now  in  the  prefence  of  your  whole  caftle,  inveft 
him  with  all  the  powers  of  a  fachem,  and  put  on 
him  thofe  marks  of  diftindion,  which  I  wifh 
him  long  life  to  wear. 

Ended. 

The  Oghquagoe  Indians,  before  they  parted, 
made  the  following  fpeech. 

Adam,  fpeaker. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey, 

We  are  now  ready  to  return,  having  heard  all 

you  had  to  fay  -,  which,  we  affure  you,  has  made 

fo  deep  an  impreflion  on  our  minds,  as  not  to 

be  forgot.     We  would  only  beg  leave  to  defire 

I  2  one 

*  The  firft  BritHh  fubjeft,  or  European,  perhaps,  that  ever 

they  honoured  fo  much !    Never  was  one  more  beloved  by 

them, — We  are  forry  we  are  ignorant  of  this  grand  ceremony. 
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pne  favour  of  yon,  before  we  gp  ;  that  ifj  tQ 
have  a  trading-houfe  built  in  our  country,  and  -a, 
conllant  fupply  of  goods-,  vv-hich  would  not  only 
add  greatly  to  our  happinefs,  but  would  alfo  in- 
creafe  our  numbers,  as  it  would  draw  Indians 
from  all  parts  within  loo  miles  of  us,  to  fettle 
among  us :  if  you  will  gratify  us  in  this,  you 
will  greatly  add  to  the  many  favours  already 
received. 

A  belt. 
Brethren  of  Oghquagoe, 
I  have  fo  good  an  opinion,  and  fo  many  con- 
vincing proofs^  of  your  loyalty  to  the  great  King 
your  Father,  and  affedion  to  your  brethren  the 
Englifh,  that  I  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt 
your  fincerity,  nor  the  leaft  objeflion  to  build- 
ing you  a  trading-houfe,  as  fo.on  as  that  unhappy 
affair  is  fettled,  between  the  Indians  of  the  lower 
fgttlements  on  your  river  and  your  brethren  the 
Englifli,  which  I  hope  will  be  very  foon. 

They  returned   their  hearty  thanks,    and   fq 
parted. 


F    I    N    I    S, 


A    D 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

/IS  federal  copies  of  the  following  account, 
•^-^  of  conferences  had  been  difperfed  about 
town,  one  of  which  having  fallen  into  our 
hands ,  on  aperufal,  '^s  judged  its  publication^ 
in  an  appendix  to  the  foregoing  jheetSy  might 
likewife  be  acceptable.  It  contains  the  fub' 
fiance  of  what  paJJ'ed  hetweeii  fome  of  tbe 
chiefs  of  the  fame  Indians^  who  were  the 
principal  fpeakers  at  Sir  William  Johnfons 
treaties,  and  divers  eminent  fakers,  at  the 
houfe  of  a  gentleman  remarkable  for  his  polite 
behaviour,  good  fenfe,  and  a  jleady  attach- 
ment  to  the  principles  he  viakes  a  profef- 
fton  of  ^ 

As  the  fubjeB-matter,  then  treated  on,  dif- 
fers widely  from  what  paffed  at  Fort  fohn^ 
fon,  though  entirely  confftent  with  the  pub- 
lic tenets  of  the  whole  body  of  chrifians 
under  the  above  name,  we  Jhall  not  anticipate 
any  opinion  the  reader  may  form,  by  an  eulogy 
en  the  fiibjeB,  nor  on  both  or  either  of  tbe 
parties  3  neither  Jloall  we  pafs  any  cenfure ; 
but  leave  every  one  to  make  what  judgment  he 
pleafes.  We  jlmll  only  add,  that  it  would 
be  ill-natured  to  infmuate,  that  the  liberty 
we  take  in  publifiing  this,  can  give  the  leafi 
caufe  of  offence  to  that  fociety.     They  are  too 

wife 
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wife  a  people,  to  he  ajhamed  of  havtJig  thefr 
tranfa5lmis  laid  before  the  public y  when  con- 
duSled  in  the  manner  thofe  have  been.  Plots 
againfi  government,  juggling  parties  in  their 
own  fraternity,  and  doBrines  they  hold,  but 
are  ajhamed  to  avow,  and  unwilling  to  de- 
fend, never  could  be  charged  to  their  account, 
without  doing  them  the  moji  manifefi  in- 
jujiice. 


A  F- 
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APPENDIX. 

Subftance  of  Conferences  between  federal 
Ridkers  in  Philadelphia^  and  the  heads  of 
the  fix  Indian  nations, 

Subftance  of  an  occafional  converfation  with  feveral 

Indians  after  dinner,  at  Ifrael  Pemberton's,  on 

the  igtb  4.mOy  *  175^' 

Present 
Scarroyada,    an  Indian     Abraham  Farrington, 

chief,  Jofhua  Dixon, 

Kaghfwooghtaniyonde,     Ifrael  Pemberton, 

or  the  old  belt  f,         Mary  Pemberton, 
Kaycnquirigoa,  or  Jo-     Owen  Jones, 

nathan,  Anthony  Benezet, 

Canachtogo,  a  Cayuga,     James  Pemberton. 
Jonathan's  wife  and  fon, 

Conrad  Weifer  t 

Andrew  Montour    >  interpreters. 

Daniel  Claus  J 

Ifrael  Pemberton,  addrefifing  himfelf  to  the  In- 
dians, faid. 
Brethren, 

1^  Am  glad  to  fee  you  here,  and  to  have 
J  ^  an  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that 
as  William  Pcnn,  and  our  fathers,  who 
firft  fettled  this  province,  were  men  of 
peace,  and  againft  all  wars,  fo  there  are  ftill  many 
of  us,  their  children,  who  hold  the  fame  prin- 
ciples •, 
*  Viz.  April.  f  This,  and  the  other  Englifh  ad- 

ditions to  their  names,  are  given  by  the  Englifh. 
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cipies ;  and  v/e  hope  there  are  many  of  your 
people,  who  ftill  have  a  love  and  regard  for  their 
old  friends. 

To  which  Scarroyada  replied, 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  this  account  ;  we  love 
that  principle  of  peace,  and  wifh  all  mankind 
Vv^ere  of  the  fame  mind  ;  knowing,  it  would  pre- 
vent any  caufe  of  difference  or  contention  be- 
tween us  and  the  Englifh,  and  take  away  the 
occafion  of  war. 

Ifrael  Pemberton. 

It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  hear  what  you 
fay,  and  that  the  remembrance  of  William  Penn 
is  fo  dear  to  you  :  my  grandfather  and  great 
grandfather  were  his  particular  friends,  his  coun- 
fellors,  and  men  of  the  fame  principles ;  and 
there  are  many  of  my  friends  who  really  love 
and  refpecl  you  -,  and  though  we  are  not  concern- . 
ed  in  the  government,  have  good  eftates  in  it, 
and  wiih  its  welfare  and  profperity  :  but  we  are 
made  very  forrowful,  by  the  bad  condu6l  of  your 
coufins  the  Delawares,who,  contrary  to  the  friend- 
fhip  they  formerly  had  for  us,  have  done  very 
wickedly,  and  {hcd  the  blood  of  many  of  our 
brethren,  without  any  caufe  given  them,  that 
we  know  of. 

Scarroyada  anfwers. 

What  you  now  fay  to  us,  I  take  to  be  faid  to 
all  our  brethren  of  the  fix  nations.  I  (hall  anfwer 
you  in  their  name  :  Wc  are  glad  to  hear,  there 
are  fome  people  left  of  the  peaceable  principle  ; 
we  wifh  ic  had  been  told  us  fooner,  and  that  you 
had  always  fpoke  and  aded  agreeable  to   this 

prin- 
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jpnhciple ;  for  we  are  furej  though  our  coufina 
the  Delawares  have  ftruck  the  blow,  they  would 
not  hurt  any  of  you,  if  they  knew  you  as  fuch  ; 
and  if  you  had  taken  fufficient  care  in  time, 
you  might  have  kept  them  under  your  eye  as 
children  *i 

Ifrael  Pemberton. 

We  wifli  the  Delawares  could  be  reftrained 
from  doing  any  more  mifchief  •,  and  the  greateft 
proof  we  can  give  of  our  love  and  regard  for 
one  another,  is,  by  convincing  them  of  their  bad 
Condu(fl,  to  engage  them  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance •,  for  as  the  government  cannot  but  be 
highly  difpleas*d,  and  is  determined  to  punifh 
them,  and  has  therefore  declared  war  againft 
them,  no  doubt,  but  many  of  them  will  fuffer 
for  their  folly  and  wickednefs.  Now  if  you  will 
ufe  your  hearty  endeavours  wi  h  them,  we  will 
iikewife  (land  between  them  and  our  govern- 
ment ;  for  as  we  confider  they  have  no  king, 
and  their  wife  old  men  are  gone*  we  look  upon 
them  as  children,  who  do  not  know  what  they  are 
doing ;  thereforcj  if  they  will  forbear  any  farther 
mifchief,  and  repent,  we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
have  them  forgiven. 

Scarroyada. 

*  The  interpretef  explained  this  —  that  the  Indians  ex- 
preflions  imply'd,  we  had  too  much  negledled  cultivating 
our  friendihip  with  the  Indians,  and  that  if  we  had  been  more 
converfant  with  each  other,  the  Delawares  would  have  re- 
mained more  fubjeft,  both  to  the  fix  natioiis  and  us ;  that 
DOW,  they  were  grown  llifF  like  a  ftrong  tree,  and  not  eafily 
bow'd  ;  but  that,  if  we  had  converfed  with  each  other,  with 
the  freedom  bur  forefathers  did,  and  manifelled  that  we  had 
nothing  but  love  and  good- will  in  our  hearts  to  them,  they 
might  hdve  been  kept  under  our  notice  and  direftion,  as 
children  under  a  father  ;  and  that  as  the  fix  nations  had  been 
too  negligent,  as  well  as  we,  he  would  now  have  u?  to  refieft 
on  it,  and  alter  our  mealures. 
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Scarroyada. 

We  attend  to  what  you  have  faid,  and  will 
hold  it  fall  (clafping  his  hands,  and  keeping  it 
clofe)  till  we  come  to  the  fix  nations,  where  we 
are  now  going,  and  then  we  will  lay  it  open  ta 
them  in  a  ftrait  line  (opening  his  hands  wide,, 
with  the  back  of  it  on  the  table,  and  fetting  his 
fingers  and  a  pipe  ftrait  before  him)  and  it  will) 
be  joyful  news  to  them  5  and  when  I  relate  it  tO' 
them,  it  will  make  their  hearts  melt. 

Your  peaceable  principle  is  noble  •,  and  the 
great  Spirit  *  above,  that  is  over  all,  will  protect 
you,  if  you  fteadily  keep  to  it. 

They  were  then  told,  that  feme  more  of  our 
brethren  in  town,  who  profeffed  the  fame  prin- 
ciple of  peace,  would  be  pleafed  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  them,  and  making  ourfelves 
more  known  to  them. 

Oil  the  2\ft  4mo.  1756.  in  the  morning. 

At  a  conference  present 

Jofhua  Dixon,  Ifrael  Pemberton, 
Abraham  Farrington,       William  Logan-, 

Anthony  Morris,  John  Smith, 

Mordecai  Yarnell,  James  Pemberton, 

Samuel  Powell,  Samuel  Abbot, 

Ifaac  Lane,  John  Armit, 

James  Lownes,  Owen  Jones. 

Anthony  Benezet,  Thomas  Brown,, 

Daniel  Stanton,  John  Reyncll, 

John  Pemberton,  Thomas  Say, 

The  fame  Indians  as  before,  and  8  or  i  o  more- 

Firft^ 
*  We  meet  with  the  fame  expreffion,  in  the  foregoing, 
fpeeches  to  general  Johnfon. 
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Ifrael  Pemberton  firft  gave  a  ftrlng'of  wampum, 
requefting  their  attention  to  what  was  about  to  be 
faid  to  them,  being  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

Brethren, 
The  opportunity  fome  of  us  had  of  your  com- 
pany the  other  day,  has  given  us  great  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  and  finding  you  retain  fo  lively  and  affec- 
tionate a  remembrance  of  William  Penn,  and  our 
forefathers,  and  the  friend  fhip  that  fubfifted  be- 
tween them  and  your  fathers,  it  hath  rejoiced  our 
brethren  who  have  heard  of  it,  and  fome  more 
of  them  are  come  here  to  fee  you  ;  for,  though 
we  have  long  lain  hid,  and  almoft  buried  by  the 
great  numbers  of  other  people  who  are  come 
into  this  province,  many  of  whom  are  men  of 
different  principles  from  us ;  yet  we  can  inform 
you,  there  is  a  great  number  in  this  city,  and 
other  parts  of  the  province,  and  fome  on  the 
frontiers,  where  a  great  deal  of  blood  has  been 
Ihed,  who  are  the  children  of  William  Penn, 
and  the  firft  fettlers,  that  are  men  of  the  fame 
peaceable  principles,  and  who  love  you  as  our 
brethren.  We  fhall  now  arife,  and  (hew  our- 
felves  to  you  ;  for  as  we  are  forrowful  that  dif- 
ferences have  arifen  between  your  coufins  the  De- 
lawares  and  our  people,  we  are  defirous  of  ufing 
our  endeavours  to  reftore  peace-,  and  if  they 
■will  ftop  from  doing  further  mifchief,  we  fhall 
be  ready  to  fland  between  them  and  the  govern- 
ment, that  they  may  be  forgiven  ;  and  as  a  proof 
of  our  fincerity,  we  give  you  this  belt,  (a  large 
white  belt)  which  you  fee  is  white,  without  any 
mixture,  as  our  love  and  friend  fhip  to  you  is ; 
and,  as  it  is  made  of  many  pieces,  which  were 
iJmall,  and  of  little  weight  or  ftrength  before  they 
K  2  were 
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were  knit  together,  but  is  now  ftrong  and  firm  % 
fo  we,  when  colleded  and  united  together,  fhall 
appear  to  our  brethren  r  and  we  defire  you,  by 
this  belt,  to  let  both  the  fix  nations  and  Dela- 
wares,  know,  that  we  have  not  forgot  the  love 
and  kindnefs  of  their  fathers  to  ours ;  and  as  we 
are  men  of  the  fame  peaceable  principles,  we  are 
ready  to  give  our  afiiftance  in  any  manner  we  can, 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  prefent  blood fhed,  and  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  treaty,  in  which  all  uneafi- 
nelTes  may  be  freely  opened;  and  when  the 
grounds  thereof  are  known,  we  will  endeavour 
to  get  them  removed  in  every  refped. 

Gave  a  large  bek  of  white  wampum. 

Scarroyada  anfwered. 

Brethren, 
We  are  glad  to  hear  what  you  have  faid  to  us, 
and  to  underftand  by  the  belt  you  gave  us,  that 
you  offer  to  ftand  up  as  William  Penn's  chil- 
dren -,  and  that  the  old  principle  of  peace  and 
love  are  yet  in  being.  Your  fathers  declared, 
that  they  had  nothing  but  love  and  good-will  in 
their  hearts  to  all  men.  We  thought,  that  the 
people  of  that  profeflTion,  had  been  all  dead  and 
buried  in  the  bufhes  or  afhes  ;  but,  we  are  very 
glad  that  there  are  fome  of  the  fame  men  living, 
and  that  you  offer  to  ftand  as  mediators  between 
our  coufms  the  Delawares,  and  this  government, 
now  at  variance.  We  will  heartily  join  you 
herein  •,  it  is  not  only  us  few  that  hear  you,  but 
all  the  fix  nations.  As  to  this  misfortune,  it  came 
upon  us,  as  if  an  evil  fpirit  had  arifen  from  under 
the  ground,  and  fpread  all  over  the  country ;  and 
the  blood  was  begun  to  be  fpilt  before  we  had 
time  to  think  :  but  we  muft  now  all  apply  to  the 

»     good 
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good  Spirit,  to  aflift  both  you  and  us  to  fubdue 
the  evil  fpirit, 

Ifrael  Pemberton, 

Brethren, 
As  you  are  wife  men,  we  defire  you  to  confi- 
der,  in  what  manner  we  may  fooneft  be  able  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  fhedding  of  blood  ;  for  as  many  of 
our  friends,  of  the  fame  peaceable  principle  with 
us,  for  whom  you  exprefs  fo  much  regard,  live 
in  different  parts  of  the  province,  and  fome  on 
the  very  frontiers,  without  fomething  be  done 
foon,  they  may  be  deflroy'd,  among  others ;  there- 
fore for  their  fakes  in  particular,  as  well  as  for  our 
countrymen  in  general,  we  are  concerned  to  have 
(ome  fpeedy  flop  put  to  the  fhedding  of  blood. 
Gave  a  firing  with  fome  medals, 
with  the  King's  head. 

Scarroyada's  anfwer. 

Brethren, 
Wc  will  think  of  the  bed  way  to  advife  you, 
and  communicate  our  fentimcnts  before  we  leave 
town :  we  fhall  6x  the  medals  you  gave  us  on 
our  breafls,  and  whenever  we  look  on  them, 
we  fhall  remember,  and  let  others  know,  that 
fome  of  William  Penn's  defcenaan:s,  of  the  fame 
principles,  are  living. 

The  foregoing  is  the  fiil)(lance  of  the  con- 
verfation   between   lirael   Pemberton,  on 
behalf  of  the  Quakers,    and  Scarroyada, 
an  Indian  chief,  29  and  ii  April  1736. 
Conrad  Weifer, 
Pan.  Claus, 

Hendrick  [1 1.  M  ]  Montour, 
-    mlga  Andrew. 
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At  a  conference  the  23^  4W<?,   1756,  in  the 
houfe  of  Ifrad  Ptmherion^ 

Pr  e  se  n  t 

Samuel  Powel,  John  Pemberton, 

Anthony  Morris,  Owen  Jones, 

James  Lowns,  John  Reynell, 
Abraham  Farrington,       John  Armit, 

Joflina  Dixon,  Mordecai  Yarnall, 

William  Logan,  Daniel  Stanton, 

John  Smith,  Thomas  Brown, 

Anthony  Benezet,  Thomas  Say, 

Ifrael  Pemberton,  Ifaac  Lane, 

James  Pemberton,  Thomas  Lightfoot, 

Indians  present. 

Scarroyada,  or  Monakateetha, 
Kagfwooghtaniyonde,  or  the  belt, 
Kayenquirigoa,  or  Jonathan, 
Sadekaronyes*    or   Iggrea, 
Karondow,  or  New-caftle, 
Oftinados,   Sincha  George, 
Oghfaghrahke,  Thick-leg, 
Oghwiltoony  the  fmith,  or  Lance-indian, 
Ifohogata,  Green-jacket, 
lyadaroonic,  David, 
Thonaghtogo,  the  Cayuga, 
Woatfadacko,  Scanoyada's  boy, 
Aroas,  Silver-heels, 
"William   Loquus,  a  Delaware, 
And  feveral  Indian  women, 
Conrad  Weifer       ^ 
Andrew  Montour   >  interpreters. 
Daniel  Claus  3 

Scarroyada 


[  73  ] 

Scarroyada  (landing  up  faid. 

Brethren,  ' 

Direding  his  difcourfe  to  Onas  (by  which  they 
mean,  people  like  minded  with  the  firft  fettlers) 
we  are  very  glad  to  hear  fo  many  of  your  fort  of 
people  are  now  alive,  that  you  rife  again  from 
the  dead  *,  and  though  we  have  been  loit,  to  one 
another,  a  great  while,  we  are  very  glad  to  hear 
you  are  of  the  fame  fentiments  with  Onas :  fince 
he  was  dead  there  have  from  time  to  .time  come 
new  governors,  one  after  another,  and  another 
fortof  people,  different  from  the  firft  fettlersj  and 
fince  we  loft  him,  (meaning  Onas)  we  are  very 
glad  at  your  rifing  up,  and  holding  the  white 
belt  in  your  hands,  as  an  emblem  of  peace,  ta 
endeavour  to  reconcile  the  people,  that  are  at 
war :  we  will  hold  faft  what  you  fay,  and  carry 
it  to  tht  fix  nations,  and  add  ftrengtn  to  it,  who 
will  be  very  glad  to  hear  there  are  fome  people, 
of  the  fame  principles  of  the  firft  fettiers,  for  we 
have  not  heard  of  you  for  many  years. 

A  ftring. 
Brethren, 

We  are  glad  to  hear  you  fpeak  after  the  lan- 
guage of  Onas,  and  of  the  principles  of  peace, 
he  preached  or  recommended ;  we  thought  there 
were  no  more  of  the  people,  of  that  principle, 
left  in  this  country  j  we  are  glad  to  fee  you  nowj 
and  hear  you  fpeak  •,  we  will  aflfift  you,  and  lay 
your  belt  of  peace  before  the  fix  nations,  who 
will  be  glad  to  hear  of  you ;  and  though  this 
may  look  to  contradict  what  the  governor  has 
fold  to  us,  we  do  not  mean  fo ;  but  let  that  be 
as  it  is,  we  aflure  you,  what  you  propofe  to  us, 
is  what  we  like  beft,  and  we  will  aftlft  you  in  it, 
4  and 
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and  fliall  fend  thefe  three  Indians,  pointing  to 
Newcaftle,  Iggrea,  and  William  Loquus,  to 
"Wymoang,  to  let  our  coufins  know  there  are  a 
people  rifen  in  Philadelphia,  who  defire  to  have 
peace  reftored  •,  and  that  they  muft  ceafe  from  do- 
ing any  more  mifchief,  and  not  be  afraid,  but  be 
willing,  to  treat  with  you  ;  and  we  are  fure  they 
will  mind  our  meffage,  and  what  we  defire  will 
be  granted. 

Second  firing. 

Brethjenj 
As  things  are  now  circumftancedi  we  would 
not  have  you  to  venture  your  lives  to  go,  or 
fend  any  meffage,  over  the  mountains,  to  the 
Delawares  and  Shawanefcj  they  are  now  your  and 
our  enemies  i  we  will  venture  our  lives  to  make 
the  road  clear ;  but  do  you  flay  where  you  are,  if 
they  have  their  throats  cut,  you  cannot  then  hear 
from  them  •,  but  it  may  pleafe  the  Mofl  High* 
that  they  may  return  meffengers  of  peace  ;  and 
if  they  fhould  bring  you  an  agreeable  anfwer,  we 
then  defire  you  may  a6l  the  part  of  wife  men, 
and  be  careful  in  fettling  a  treaty,  and  then  you 
may  go  to  meet  them  j  but  do  not  flir  till  you 
hear  from  us. 

A  third  firing. 

Brethren, 
As  we  told  you  before,  thefe  three  men,  (two 
of  whom  are  of  the  council  of  the  fix  nations  and 
warriors,  and  the  other  one  of  our  coufins)  have 
undertaken  to  go  wherever  we  (hall  fend  them  5 
artd,  perhaps,  it  may  pleafe  the  IVioft  High,  to 
bring  them  back  in  fafety,  and  v/ith  an  agreeable 
anfwer  :  if  they  come  back,  take  notice  of  them 
as  of  your  firm  friends  ,  and  as  you  are  children 
of  Onas,  and  fome  of  us  are  of  the  council,  and 
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fomt  warriors  of  the  fix  nations,  wc  are  very  de-^  ^ 
firous,  that  by  your  means,  the  treaties  of  friend- 
fhip,  which  have  formerly  fubfifted  between  lis, 
may  now  be  renewed,  and  remain  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  that  the  chain  may  be  kept 
bright,  and  never  contraft  any  ruft  again. 

Gave  a  firing  of  .wampum. 
Brethren, 
We  hope  you  will  not  take  amifs  our  anivver- 
ing  you  with  fo  iixxie  wampum,  and  not  making 
a  return  of  a  belt  •,  the  times  are  very  difficulc 
with  us,  and  we  have  very  little  wampum  here, 
and  we  look,  upon  the  white  belt  you  gave  us,  as 
belonging  to  you  and  us,  and  as  an  emblem  of 
peace,  and  ftiall  preferve  it  as  fuch,  and  carry  k 
to  the  fix  nations. 

We  have  examined  the  foregoing,  and  certify 
that  it  contains  the  fubftance  of  the  con- 
ference held  between  the  Indians,  and  Wil- 
liam Logan,  and  others,  the  23d  of  April 
1756. 

Conrad  Weifer, 

Daniel  Claus, 

Hendrick  [H  M]  Montour, 

'uulgd  Andrew. 

The  preceding  minutes  being  called  for,  ta 
lay  before  the  governor,  fooner  than  ex- 
pedled,  there  was  not  time  to  review  and 
add  the  following  minutes,  which  ought  to 
have  been  done,  viz. 

Ifrael  Pemberton, 

We  are  glad  to  hear  what  you  faid  to  us :  we 

believe  it  to  be  fpoken  in  fincerity,  and  what  you 

really  think ;  and  though  we  judge  it  neceflfary, 

on  matters  of  importance,  to  obferve  the  good 

JL  method 
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method  pra^tifed  by  you,  to  take  time  to  deli- 
berate ;  yet,  as  we  now  believe  you  have  opened 
the  real  fentiments  of  your  hearts  to  us,  fo  we, 
being  all  of  one  heart  and'  mind,  and  knowing 
tnany  more  of  our  brethren,  true  Quakers,  who 
will  join  us  herein  ;  can  without  any  hefita- 
tion  readily  aniwer,  and  alTure  you,  that  we  re- 
ceive all  you  have  faid  with  great  pleafure  ;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  event  of  our  endeavours, 
we  hope,  on  all  occafions,  to  demonftrate  our  real 
Jove  and  regard  to  you. 

To  which  they  all  gave  the  ufual  expreflions 
of  approbation. 

Then  Scarroyada,  adrelTing  himfelf  to  the  inter-r 
preters,  faid: 
As  we  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  your  ears 
and  tongues,  we  defire  you  may  be  hearty  and 
fincere  in  attending  to  the  bufinefs  now  under- 
taken, and  to  join,  with  our  brethren  and  us,  in 
carrying  the  fame  into  execution  ;— and  he  inti- 
mated, that  if  they  did  fo,  they  would  merit  our 
mutual  regard. 

To  which  Ifrael  Pemberton  anfwered : 

"We  approve  of  the  prudent  advice  you  gave 

-  them,  and  we  hope  they  will  remember  it,  and 

approve  themfelves  worthy  of  our  regard,  which 

we  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  manifeit  to  them  in  a 

grateful  manner  ;  and  added  : 

As  you  are  now  going  on  your  journey,  and 
the  weather  grows  warm,  we  give  you  fome  hand- 
kerchiefs to  wipe  the  fweat  from  your  faces,  and 
fome  fmall  matters  f  for  your  wives,  with  fome 
more  medals,  which  they  thankfully  received,  and 

diftributed 
f  Gave  them  20  large  floweredfilk  India  handkerchiefs  j 
fu.ch  as  ihey  are  fond  of,  with  fome  trifles  for  their  women. 
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diftributed  to  each  prefent,  refervlng  a  few  For 
feme  of  their  brethren,  &c,  in  town  fick,  and  then 
Ifrael  Pemberton  added : 

As  you  mentioned  to  us,  you  thought  we  all 
ought  to  apply  to  the  Good  Spirit,  that  is  over 
all,  to  fubdue  the  evil  fpirit,  which  had  influ- 
enced thofe,  who  had  done  ib  much  mifchief ;  wc 
fincerely  and  heartily  agree  with  you,  and  (hall 
fervently  defire,  and  pray  to  God,  to  change  their 
hearts ;  and  that  if  it  be  his  will,  he  would  pro- 
tedl  the  mcflengers  now  going,  and  grant  that 
they  may  return  fafely,  and  with  the  meflage  of 
peace. 

Which  they  attended  to»  and  received  with  a  be-" 
coming  folidity  and  fatisfadtjon. 
Brother  Onas, 
We  that  are  both  councillors  and  warriors  of 
the  fix  nations,  and  women  ;  we  return  you  many 
thanks  for  what  you  have  given  us,  and  Ihould 
be  glad  we  had  words  fufiiciently  exprefiive  of 
our  love  and  regard  to  you. 

Then,  with  mutual,  friendly  falutations,  by  the 
good  old  cuftom  of  fliaking  hands,  the  confer- 
ences ended,  and  Scarroyada,  and  moft  of  the 
Indians,  fet  out  on  the  25th  4mo,  for  New  York, 
and  thence  to  Onondago,  and  the  three  ambafia- 
dors,  under  the  conduct  of  A.  I.  Spangenberg 
and  others,  by  way  of  Bethlehem  to  Wyoming. 

Copy  examined, 

"^  JsRAEL  Pemberton.' 

FINIS. 

E  R  A  T  U  M. 
h  the  note,  page  15,  1.  2.  for  7,  read  8. 
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